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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE copies of the confeſſion agreed 
upon, by the elders and meſſengers of 
the congregational churches, in their aſſem- 
bly, at the Savoy, growing very ſcarce, it 
Was neceſlary to print a ſmall number, for 
the uſe of ſome private perſons. On this 
occaſion, it was judg'd proper to add, from 
the edition printed by Mr. John Field 1659, 
the preface, prefixed to the confeſſion, by 
Dr. OwEN, with the concurrence of Dr. 
Goopwin, Mr. Nye, Mr. BRIDCE, Mr. Ca- 
RYL, Mr. GREENHILL, and Mr. GRIFFITH 
ſcribe to the Aſſembly, who were the com- 
mittee appointed by the meſſengers of the 
congregational churches to draw up a con- 
feſſion of faith, to be preſented to them, in 
their general meeting, for their approbation, 
and to whom the care of publiſhing it, after 
it was approvd, was committed. 
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PREFACE. 


Onfeſſion of the faith that is in us, 
when juſtly called for, is ſo indiſpenſi- 
ble a due all owe to the glory of the 

ſovereign God, that it is ranked among the 
duties of the firſt commandment, ſuch as 
prayer is; and therefore is by Paul yoked 
with faith it ſelf, as neceſſary to ſalvation: 
« «With the heart man believeth to righte- 
ouſneſs, and with the mouth confeſſion is 
made to ſalvation.” Our Lord Chriſt him- 
ſelf, when he was accuſed of his doctrine, 
conſidered ſimply as a matter of fact by preach- 
ing; refuſed to anſwer ; becauſe, as ſuch, ir 
lay upon evidence, and matter of teſtimony 
of others; to whom therefore he refers him- 
ſelf: But when both the high-prieſt and Pi- 
late expoſtulate his faith, and what he held 
himſelf to be; he without any demur at all, 
cheerfully makes declaration, That he was 
the Son of God; ſo to the high-prieſt: 
and that he was a king, and born to be a 
king, thus to Pilate; tho' upon the uttering 
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of it his life lay at ſtake: Which holy 
profeſſion of his is celebrated for our exam- 
ple, by the apoſtle Paul. 

When confeſſions are made by a company 
of profeſſors of Chriſtianity jointly meetin 
to that end, the moſt genuine and — 
uſe of ſuch confeſſions is, That under the 
ſame form of words, they expreſs the ſub- 
ſtance of the ſame common ſalvation, or 
unity of their faith; whereby = ſpeaking the 
ſame things, they ſhew themſelves perfectly 
joined in gue fame mind, and in the ſame 
judgment.” 

And . ſuch a tranſaction is to 
be looked upon only as a meet or fit medi- 
um, or means, whereby to expreſs that their 
common faith and, ſalvation, and no way to 
be made uſe of as an impoſition upon any: 
Whatever is of force or conſtraint in matters 
of this nature, cauſes them to degenerate 
from the name and nature of confeſſions, 
and turns, them from being confeſſions of 
faith, into exactions and impoſitions of 
faith, 

And ſuch common confeſſions of the or- 
thodox faith, made in fi mplicity of heart by 
any ſuch body of Chriſtians, with concord 
among themſclves, ought to be entertained 
by all others that love the truth as it is in 
wills with an. anſwerable rejoicing : For if. 
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the unanimous opinionsand aſſertions in ſome 
few points of religion, and that, when only 
two churches, namely, that of Jeruſalem, 
and the meſſengers of Antioch, met, aſſiſted 
by ſome of the apoſtles, were by the be- 
lievers of thoſe times received with ſo much 
joy, that it is ſaid, © They rejoiced for the 
conſolation ” ; 4 much more this is fo be done, 
when the whole ſubſtance of faith, and form 
of wholſome words ſhall be declared by the 
meſſengers of a multitude of churches, tho' 
wanting thoſe advantages of counſel and au- 
oy of the apoſtles, which that aſſembly 
had. | 

Which acceptation is then more. eſpeci- 
ally due, when theſe ſhall (to chooſe) utter 
and declare their faith, in the ſame ſubſtance 
for matter, yea, words, for the moſt part, 
that other churches and aſſemblies, reputed 
the moſt orthodox, have done before them : 
For upon ſuch a correſpondence, all may ſee 
that actually accompliſhed; which the apoſtle 
did but exhort to, and pray for, in thoſe two 
moxe eminent churches of rhe Corinthians 
and the Romans; (and ſo in them, for all 
the Chriſtians of his time) that both Jew and 
Gentile, that is men of different perſuaſions, 
(as they were) © might glorify God with 
one mind and with one mouth. And truly 
the very turning of the Gentiles to the own- 
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ing of the ſame faith, in the ſubſtance of it, 
with the Chriſtian Jew, (though differing 
in greater points than we do from our bre- 
thren) is preſently. after dignified by the 
apoſtle with this ſtile, That it is the confeſſi- 
on of Jeſus Chriſt himſelf; not as the object 
only, but as the author and maker thereof: 
« 1 will confeſs to thee (faith Chriſt to God) 
among the Gentiles.*” So that in all ſuch 
accords, Chriſt is the great and firſt confeſſor ; 
and we, and all our faith uttered by us, are 
but the epiſtles and confeſſions of our 
Lord; He, but expreſſing what is writ- 
ten in his heart, through our hearts and 
mouths, to the glory of God the Father : 
And ſhall not we all rejoice hercin, when 
Chriſt himſelf is ſaid to do it upon this oc- 
caſion? as it there alſo follows, I will ſing 
to thy name, 

Farther, as the ſoundneſs and wholſom- 
neſs of the matter gives the vigor and life 
to ſuch confeſſions, ſo the inward freeneſs, 
willingneſs and readineſs of the ſpirits of the 
confeſſors contribute beauty and loveli- 
neſs thereto: as in prayer to God, ſo in 
confeſſions made to men, if two or three 


met, do agree, it renders both, to either the 


more acceptable, The Spirit of Chriſt is in 
himſelf too free, great and generous a Spi- 
xit, to ſuffer himſelf to be uſed by any hu- 
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man arm, to whip men into belief; he drives 
not, but gently leads into all truth, and 
perſuades men to dwell in the tents of like 
precious faith ; which would loſe of its pre- 
ciouſneſs and value, if that ſparkle of free- 
neſs ſhone not in it: The character of his 
people, is to be a“ willing people in the day 
of his power, (not man's) in the beautics 
of holineſs,” which are the aſſemblings of 
the ſaints: one glory of which aſſemblings 
in the firſt church, is ſaid to have been, 
« They met with one accord; which is 
in that pſalm propheſicd of, in the inſtance 
of that firſt church, for all other that ſhould 
ſucceed. 

And as this great Spirit is in himſelf free; 
when, and how far, and in whom to work, 
ſo where and when he does work, he car- 
ries it with the ſame freedom, and is ſaid 
to be a free Spirit, as he both is, and works 
in us, and where this Spirit of the Lord is, 
there is liberty. 

Now, asto this confeſſion of ours, beſides, 
that a conſpicuous conjunction of the par- 
ticulars mentioned, has appeared therein: 
There are alſo four remarkable attendants 
thereon, which added, might perhaps in the 
eyes of ſober and indifferent ſpirits, give the 
whole of this tranſaction a room and rank 
amongſt other many good and memorable 
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things of this age; at leaſt all ſet together 
caſt as clear a gleam and manifeſtation of 
God's power and preſence, as has appeared 
in any ſuch kind of confeſſions, made by fo 
numerous a company theſe later years. 

The firſt, is the temper of the times, 
during which, theſe churches have been ga- 
thering, and which they have run through. 
All out of a general ſenſe complain, that 
the times have been perillous, or difficult 
times; (as the apoſtle foretold) and that in 
reſpect to danger from ſeducing ſpirits, more 
perillous than the hotteſt ſeaſons of perſe- 
cution. We have failed through an eſtua- 
tion, fluxes and refluxes of great varieties 
of ſpirits, dodrnes opinions and occurren- 
ces; and cfpecially in the matter of opini- 
ons, which have been accompanied in their 
ſeveral ſeaſons, with powerful perſuaſions 
and temptations, to ſeduce thoſe of our 
way. It is known men have taken the free- 
dom, (notwithſtanding what authority hath 
interpoſed to the contrary) to vent and vend 
their own vain and accurſcd imaginations, 
contrary to the great and fixed truths of the 
goſpel; ſo that if we take the whole round 
and circle of deluſions, the devil has in this 
ſmall time, run, it will be found, that every 
truth, of greater or leſs weight, has by one 
or other hind, at one time or another, been 
queſtioned and called to the bar amongſt us, 
and impleaded, under the pretext (which 

1 has 
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has ſome degree of juſtice in it) that all ſhould 
not be bound up to the traditions of former 
times, nor take religion upon truſt. 
Whence it has come to paſs, that many 
of the ſoundeſt profeſſors were put upon a 
new ſearch and diſquiſition of ſuch truths, 
as they had taken for granted, and yet had 
lived upon the comfort of; to the end they 
might be able to convince others, and eſta- 
bliſh their own hearts againſt that darkneſs 
and unbelief, that is ready to cloſe with error, 
or at leaſt to doubt of the truth, when error 
is ſpeciouſly preſented. And hereupon we 
profeſſedly account it one of the greateſt 
advantages gained out of the temptations of 
theſe times; and the honour of the ſaints 
and miniſters of theſe nations, That after 
they had ſweetly been exerciſed in, and had 
improved practical and experimental truths, 
this ſhould be their farther lot, to examine 
and diſcuſs, and indeed, anew to learn over 
every doctrinal truth, both out of the ſcrip- 
tures, and alſo with a freſh taſte thereof in 
their own hearts; which is no other than 
what the apoſtle exhorts to, Try all things, 
hold faſt that which is good. i” Conver- 
ſion to God at firſt, What is it elſe than a 
ſavory and affectionate application, and the 
bringing home to the heart, with ſpiritual 
light and life, all truths that are neceſſary 
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to ſalvation, together with other leſs truths ? 
all which we had before converſion taken in 
but notionally from common education and 
tradition. 

Now that after this firſt guſt thoſe who 
have been thus converted ſhould be put upon 
a new probation and ſearch out of the ſcrip- 
tures, not only of all principles explicitely 
ingredient to converſion *; (to which the a- 
poſtle refer'd the Galatians when they had 
diverted from them) but of all other ſu- 
perſtructures as well as fundamentals, and 
together there with, anew to experience the 
power and ſweetneſs of all theſe in their 
own ſouls: What is this but tryed faith in- 
deed, and equivalent to a new converſion 
to the;truth? An anchor that is proved to 
e and ſtedfaſt, that will certainly hold 
in all contrary ſtorms : This was the emi- 
nent ſeal and commendation which thoſe 
holy apoſtles that lived and wrote laſt, Peter, 
John and Jude, in their epiſtles ſer and gave 
to the Chriſtians of the later part of thoſe 
primitive times, And beſides, it is clear and 
evident by all the other epiſtles, from firſt 
to laſt, that it coſt the apoſtles as much, and 
far more care and pains to preſerve them 
they had converted, in the truth, then they 
had taken to turn them thereto at firſt: And 
it is in itſelf as great a work and inſtances 


E This perſuaſion cometh not of ki that calleth you Gal. v. 8. 
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of the power of God, I that keeps, yea, 

guards us through faith to ſalvation. 
Sc⸗econdly, let this be added, (or ſuperad- 
ded rather) to give full weight and meaſure, 
that we have all along this ſeaſon, held forth 
(though quarrclled with for it by our bre. 
thren) this great principle of theſe times, 
That amongſt all chriſtian ſtates and churches, 
there ought to be vouchſafed a forbearance 
and mutual indulgence to ſaints of all per- 
ſuaſions, that keep to, and hold faſt the ne- 
ceſlary foundations of faith and holineſs, in 
all other matters extrafundamental, whether 
of faith or order. 

This to have been our conſtant principle, 
we are not aſhamed to confeſs to the whole 
chriſtian world. Wherein yet we deſire we 
may be underſtood, not as if, in the abſtract, 
we ſtood indifferent to falſhood or truth, 
or were carcleſs whether faith or error, in 

any truths but fundamental were to obtain 
or not, ſo we had our liberty in our petty 
and ſmaller differences: or as if to make 
ſure of that, we had cut out this wide cloak 
for it: No, we profeſs that the whole, and 
every patticle of that faith delivered to the 
ſaints, (the ſubſtance of which we have ac- 
cording to our light here profeſſed) is, as to 
the propagation and furtherance of it by 
all goſpel- means, as precious to us as our 
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lives; or what can be ſuppoſed dear to us; 
and in our ſphere we have endeavoured to 
promote them accordingly : But yet withall, 
we have contended and ſtill contend, (and 
if we had all the power which any, or all 
of our brethren of differing opinions have 
deſired to have over us, or others, we ſhould 
freely grant it to them all) we have con- 
tended and ſtill contend for this, That in the 
concrete, the perſons of all ſuch gracious 
faints, they and their errors, as they are in 
them, when they are but ſuch errors as do 
and may ſtand with communion with Chriſt, 
tho' they ſhould not repent of them, as not 
being convinced of them to the end of their 
days; that thoſe, with their errors (that are 
purely ſpiritual, and intrench and overthrow 
not civil ſocieties,) as concrete with their 
perſons, ſhould for Chriſt's ſake be born 
with by all Chriſtians in the world; and 
they be permitted to enjoy all ordinances 
and ſpiritual privileges, according to their 
light, as freely as any other of their brethren 
that pretend to theigreateſt orthodoxies ; as 
having as equal, and as fair a right in 
and to Chriſt, and all the holy things 
of Chriſt, as any other can challenge to 
themſelves. 

And this affords a full and invincible teſti- 
mony on our behalf, in that while we have 
ſo earneſtly contended for this juſt liberty 
of ſaints in all the churches of Chriſt, we to 
Out- 
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ourſelves have had no need of it: that is, as 
to the matter of the profeſſion of faith which 
we have maintained together with others: 


and of this, the ſubſequent confeſſion of 


faith gives ſufficient evidence. So that we 
have the confidence in Chriſt, to utter in 
the words of thoſe two great apoſtles, That 
we have ſtood faſt in the liberty wherewith 
Chriſt hath made us free (in the behalf of 

others, rather than our ſelves) and having 
been free, have not made uſe of our liberty 
for a cloak of error or maliciouſneſs in our 
ſelves: And whereas from the beginning of 
the rearing of theſe churches, that of the 
apoſtle has been (by ſome) propheſied of 
us, and applied to us, ® That whilſt we pro- 
miſed (to others) liberty, we our ſelves would 
become ſervants of corruption, and be brought 


in bondage to all ſorts of fancics and ima- 


ginations; yet the whole world may now 
ſee, after the experience of many years run 
through, (and it is manifeſt by this confeſſi- 
on) that the great and gracious God has 
not only kept us in that common unity of 
the faith and knowledge of the Son of God, 
which the whole community of ſaints have, 


and ſhall in their generations come to, but 


alſo in the ſame truths both ſmall and great, 
that are built thereupon, that any other of 
the beſt and more pure reformed churches 
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In their beſt times (which were their firſt 
times) have arrived to : This confeſſion with- 
all holding forth a profeſſed oppoſition to 
the common errors and hereſies of theſe 
times. Theſe two conſiderations have been 
taken from the ſeaſons we have gone 
through. | 

Thirdly, Let the ſpace of time itſelf, or 
days, wherein from firſt to laſt, the whole 
of this confeſſion was framed and conſent- 
ed to by the whole of us, be duly con- 
ſidered by ſober and ingenuous ſpirits: the 
whole of days in which we had meetings 
about it, (ſet aſide the two Lord's days, and 
the firſt days meeting, in which we conſi- 
dered and debated what to pitch upon) were 
but eleven days; part of which alſo was ſpent 
by ſome of us in prayer, by others in conſult- 
ing; in the end all agreeing. We mention 
this (mall circumſtance to this end, (which 
ſill adds to the former) That it gives de- 
monſtration, not of our freeneſs and will- 


ingneſs only, but of our readineſs and pre- 


paredneſs to ſo great a work; which other- 
wiſe, and in other aſſemblies, has ordinari- 
ly taken up long and great debates, as in 
ſuch a variety of matters of ſuch concern- 
ment, may well be ſuppoſed to fall out. 
And this is no other than what the apoftle 
Peter ® exhorts to, Be ready always to give 
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tc an anſwer to every man that asks you A 
reaſon, or account of the hope that is in 
you.” The apoſtle o Paul ſays of the ſpiritual 
truths of the goſpel, That * God hath pre- 
pared them for thoſe that love him.” The 
inward and innate conſtitution of the new 
creature being in itſelf ſuch as is ſuited to 
all thoſe truths, as congenial thereto : But 
tho' there be this mutual adaptneſs between 
theſe two, yet there is ſo great a mixture 
of ignorance, darkneſs and unbelicf, carnal 
reaſon, pre-occcupation of judgment, intereſt 
of parties, wantonneſs in opinion, proud 
adhcring to our own perſuaſions, and per- 
verſe oppoſitions to, and averſeneſs to agree 
with others, and a multitude of ſuch like 
diſtempers common to believing man: All 
which are not only mixed with, but at times, 
(eſpecially in ſuch times as have paſſed over 
our heads) are ready to overcloud our judg- 
ments, and cauſe our eyes to be double, 
and ſometimes prevail as well as luſts, and 
byals our wills and affections: And ſuch is 
their mixture, that tho' there may be ex- 
iſtent an habitual preparedneſs in mens ſpi- 
rits, yet there is not always a preſent rea- 
dineſs to be found, eſpecially not in ſuch a 
various multitude of men, to make a ſolemn 
and deliberate profeſſion of all truths; it 
being as great a work to find the ſpirits of 
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the juſt (perhaps the beſt of ſaints,) ready for 
every truth, as to be prepared to every good 
work. 

Fourthly, It is to be looked at as a great 
and ſpecial work of the holy Ghoſt, that ſo 
numerous a company of miniſters, and other 
principal brethren, ſhould iſo readily, ſpee- 
dily and jointly give up themſelves to ſuch 
a whole body of truths that are after god- 
lineſs. | 
This argues they had not their faith to ſeek ; 
but, as is ſaid of Ezra, e that they were ready 
ſcribes, and as Chriſt ſays, inſtructed to 
the kingdom of heaven, bcing as the good 
houſholders of ſo many families of Chriſt, 
« ꝗ bringing forth of their ſtore and treaſury 
things new and old.” It ſhews theſe truths 
had been familiar to them, and they acquaint- 
ed with them, as with their daily food and 

proviſion, (as Chriſt's alluſion there inſinu- 
ates) in a word, that ſo they had preached, 
and that ſo their people had believed, as 
the apoſtle ſpeaks upon a like particular 
occaſions. And the apoſtle Paul conſiders 
(in caſes of this nature) the ſuddenneſs or 
length of the time, cither one way or the 
other; whether it were in mens forſaking 
or learning of the truth. Thus the ſudden- 
neſs in the Galatians caſe in leaving the 
truth, he f makes a wonder at it:“ I mar- 
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vel that you are ſo ſoon (that is, in ſo 
ſhort a time) removed from the true goſ- 
pel to another. Again on the contrary, 
in the Hebrews, he aggravates their back- 
wardneſs, “ That when for the time you 
ought to be teachers, you have need that one 
teach you the very firſt principles of the o- 
racles of God. The contrary to both 
theſe having fallen out in this tranſaction, 
may have ſome weight with ingenuous ſpi- 
rits in its kind, according as the proportion 
is put upon either of theſe forementioned, 
in their adverſe kind, and obtain the like 
ſpecial obſervation. 

This accord of ours hath fallen out with- 
out having held any correſpondency toge- 
ther, or prepared conſultation by which we 
might come to be adviſed of one another's 
minds. We alledge not this as a matter of 
commendation in us; no, we acknowledge 
it to have been a great neglect: And accord- 
ingly one of the firſt propoſals for union a- 
mongſt us was, That there might be a con- 
ſtant correſpondence held among the churches 
for counſel and mutual edification, for time 
to come, to prevent the like omiſſion. 

We confeſs, that from the firſt, every, or 
at leaſt the generality of our churches, have 
been in a manner like ſo many ſhips (tho 
holding forth the ſame general colours) 
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lanch'd ſingly, and ſailing apart and alone 
in the vaſt ocean of theſe tumultuating times, 
and they expoſed to every wind of doctrine, 
under no other conduct than the word and 
ſpirit, and their particular elders and prin- 
cipal brethren, without aſſociations among 
themſelves, or ſo much as holding out com- 
mon lights to others, whereby to know 
where they were. 

But yet whilſt we thus confeſs to our own 
ſhame this neglect, let all acknowledge, that 
God has ordered it for his high and greater 
glory; in that his ſingular care and power 
ſhould have ſo watch'd over each of theſe, 
as that all ſhould be found to have ſteered 
their courſe by the ſame chart, and to have 
been bound for one and the ſame port, 
and that upon this general ſearch now made, 
the ſame holy and bleſſed truths, of all ſorts, 
which are current and warrantable amongſt 
all the other churches of Chriſt in the world, 
ſhould be found to be our lading. 

The whole, and every of theſe things when 
put together, cauſe us (whatever men of 
prejudiced and oppoſite ſpirits may find out 
to ſlight them) with a holy admiration, to 
ſay, That this is no other than the Lord's 

doing; and which we with thanksgiving 
take from his hand as a ſpecial token upon 
us for good, which ſhews that God is faith- 
ful and upright towards thoſe that are planted 
in his houſe: And that as the faith was but 
ONCE 
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once for all, and intentionally firſt delivered 
to the ſaints; ſo the ſaints when not abiding 
ſcattered, bur gathered under their reſpective 
paſtors, according to God's heart, into an 
houſe and churches to the living God; ſuch 
together are, as Paul foreſpoke it, the moſt 
ſteady and firm pillar and ſeat of truth that 
God has any where appointed to himſelf 
on earth, where his truth is beſt conſerved, 
and publickly held forth; there being in 
ſuch aſſemblies weekly a rich dwelling of 
the word amongſt them, that is, a daily o- 
pen houſe kept, by the means of thoſe 
good houſholders, their teachers and other 
inſtructors reſpectively appropriated to them, 
whom Chriſt in the virtue of his aſcenſion, 
continues to give as gifts to his people, 
himſelf dwelling amongſt them; to the end 
that by this, as the moſt ſure ſtanding per- 
manent means, the ſaints might be perfected, 
till we all (even all the ſaints in preſent 
and future ages) come, by this conſtant and 
daily ordinance of his, to © the unity of 
the faith and knowledge of the Son of 
God, to a perfect man, to the meaſure of 
the ſtature of the fulneſs of Chriſt” u (which 
tho' growing on by parts and piecemeal, 
will yet appear compleat, when that great 
and general aſſembly ſhall be gathered, when 
this world is ended, and theſe diſpenſations 
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have had their fulneſs and period) and“ fo 
that from henceforth (ſuch a proviſion be- 
ing made for us) we be no more children 
toſſed: to and fro, and carried about with 
every wind of doctrine.“ This gives a 
freſh and recent demonſtration, that the 
great apoſtle and high-prieſt of our profeſſi- 
on is indeed aſcended into heaven, and con- 
tinues there with power and care, “ faithful 
as a {on over his own houſe, whoſe houſe 
are we, if we hold faſt the confidence and 
the rejoicing of the hope firm to the 
end: and ſhews that he will, as he 
has x promiſed, be with his own inſtitutions 
to the end of the world. 

It is true, that many ſad miſcarriages, 
diviſions, breaches, fallings off from holy or- 
dinances of God, have along this time of 
temptation, (eſpecially in the beginning of 
it) been found in ſome of our churches ; 
and no wonder, if what hath been ſaid be 
fully conſidered : Many reaſons might far- 
ther be given hereof, that would be a ſuf— 
ficient apology, without the help of a re- 
tortion upon other churches, (that promiſed 
themſelves peace,) that more deſtroying rup- 
tures have befallen them, and that in a wider 
here and compaſs; which tho' it ſhould not 
juſtify us, yet may ſerve to ſtop others mouths, 

LetRome glory of the peace and obedience 
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of her children, againſt the reformed churches, 
for their diviſions that occurred (eſpecially 
in the firſt rearing of them) whilſt we all 
know the cauſes of their dull and ſtupid 
peace to have been carnal intereſts, world- 
ly correſpondencies, and coalitions {treng- 
thened by gratifications of all ſorts of men 
by that religion, the principles of blind 
devotion, traditional faith, eccleſiaſtical ty- 
ranny, by which ſhe keeps her children in 
bondage to this day. We are alſo certain, 
that the very ſame prejudices that from hence 
they would caſt upon the reformed (if they 
were juſt) lie as fully againſt thoſe pure 
churches raiſed by the apoſtles themſelves 
in the firſt times: for as we have heard of 
their patience, ſufferings, conſolations, and 
the tranſcending gifts poured out, and graces 
ſhining in them, ſo we have heard com- 
plaints of their diviſions too, of the forſakings 
of their aſſemblies, as the cuſtom or man- 
ner of Y ſome was (which latter were in 
that reſpect felones de ſe, and needed no 
other delivering up to Satan as their puniſh. 
ment, than what they executed upon them- 
ſelves.) We read of the ſhipwreck alſo of 
faith and a good conſcience, and over- 
throwings of the faith of ſome; and till 
but of ſome, not all, nor the meſt: which 
is one piece of an apology the apolile again 
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and again inſerts to future ages, and through 
mercy we have the ſame to make. 

And truly we take the confidence pro- 
feſſedly to ſay, that theſe temptations com- 
mon to the pureſt churches of ſaints, ſepa- 
rated from the mixture of the world, tho 
they grieve us (for who is offended, and we 
burn not?) yet they do not at all ſtumble us 
as to the truth of our way, nor would they, 
had they been many more: We ſay it a- 
gain, theſe ſtumble us no more (as to that 
point) than it offends us againſt the power 
of religion itſelf, to have ſeen, and to ſee 
daily in particular perſons called out, and 
ſeparated from the world, by an effectual 
work of converſion, that they, for a while 
ſuffer under diſquietment, vexations, turmoils, 
unſettlements of ſpirit, that they are toſſed 
with tempeſts and horrid temptations, ſuch 
as they had not in their former ſtate, whilſt 
they walked according to the courſe of this 
world: For Peter * has ſuthciently inſtructed 
us whoſe buſineſs it is to raiſe ſuch ſtorms, 
even the Devil:; and alſo whoſe deſign it 
is, that after they have ſuffered a while, 
thereby they ſhall be ſetled, perfected, ſta- 
bliſhed, that have ſo ſuffered, even of the 
God of all grace. What courſe of diſpen- 
ſation God holds to ſaints perſonally, he 
docs the like to bodies of ſaints in churches, 
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and the devil the ſame for his part too. That 
con ſolatory maxim of the apoſtle, God ſhall 
tread down Satan under your feet ſhortly, 
which Paul uttered concerning the church 
of Rome, ſhews how both God and Satan 
have this very hand therein; for he ſpeaks 
that very thing in reference to their diviſi- 
ons, as the coherence clearly manifeſts; and 
ſo we have both deſigns expreſt at once. 

We are not a little induced to think, that 
the diviſions and breaches of thoſe primi- 
tive churches would not have been ſo fre- 
quent among the people themſelves, and 
not the elders only, had not the freedom, 
liberties and rights of the members, (the 
brethren we mean) ſtated and exerciſed in 
thoſe churches, been the ſame which we 
maintain and contend for to be in ours. 

Yea (which perhaps may ſeem more ſtrange 
to many) had not thoſe churches been con- 
ſtitured of members inlightened farther than 
wich notional and traditional knowledge, by a 
new and more powerful light of the holy Ghoſt, 
whereby they had been made partakers of the 
holy Ghoſt and the heavenly gift, and their 
hearts had taſted the good word of God, and the 
powers of the world to come, and of ſuch 
members at loweſt, there had not fallen out 
thoſe kinds of diviſions among them. 

For experience has ſhew'd, that the com- 
mon ſort of mere doctrinal profeſſors (ſuch 
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as the moſt are now a days) whoſe higheſt 
elevation is but freedom from moral ſcandal, 
joined with devotion to Chriſt, through mere 
education, ſuch as in many Turks is found 
towards Mahomet ; finding and feeling them- 
ſelves not much concerned in the active 
part of religion, if they may have the ho- 
nour (cſpecially upon a reformation, or a 
new refinement) that themſelves are approv- 
ed members, admitted to the Lord's ſupper, 
and their children to the ordinance of bap- 
tiſm; they regard not other matters (as Gallio 
did not) but eaſily and readily give up them- 
ſelyes to their guides, being like dead fiſhes 
carried with the common ſtream ; whereas 
thoſe that have a farther renewed light, by a 
work of the holy Ghoſt, whether ſaving or 
temporary, are, upon the quite contrary 
grounds, apt to be buſy about, and inqui- 
ſitive into, what they are to receive and 
practiſe, or wherein their conſciences are 
profeſſedly concerned and involved: And 
thereupon they take the freedom to exa- 
mine and try the ſpirits, whether they are 
of God or no: And from hence are apt to 
be diſſatisfied, and from rhence to run into 
diviſion; and many of ſuch proving to be 
inlightened but with a tempotary, not ſav- 
ing faith, or to have ſuch a work of the 
Spirit upon them, and profeſſion in them, 
as will and docs approve itſelf to the judg- 


ment of ſaints, and ought to do ſo, till they 
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are otherwiſe diſcovered, they at long run 
prove hypocrites, through indulgence to luſts, 
and then out of their luſts perſiſt to hold up 
theſe diviſions to the breach of, or depart- 
ings from churches, and the ordinances of 
God; and God is even with them for it, 
they waxing worſe and worſe, deceiving and 
being deceived; and even many of thoſe 
that are ſincere, through a mixture of dark- 
neſs and erroneouſneſs in their judgments, 
are for a ſcaſon apt, out of conſcience, to 
be led away with the error of others, which 
lie in wait to deccive. 
Since the apoſtle, upon the example of 
thoſe firſt times, foreſecing alſo the like e- 


vents in following generations, upon the like 


cauſes, has been bold to ſet this down asa 
ruled caſe, that likewiſe in other churches, 
ſo conſtituted, and de facto emprivileged, 
as that of the church of Corinth was, (which 
ſingle church, in the ſacred records about it, 
is the compleateſt mirror of church-conſti- 
tution, order and government, and events 
thereon enſuing, of any one church whatever 
that we have ftory of) his maxim is, d There 
muſt be alſo diviſions amongſt you;” he 
ſetly inſerts an [alſo] in the caſe, as that 
which had been in his own obſervation, and 
that which would be #7; 7 rv the fate of 
other churches like thereto; ſo propheſied 
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he: And he ſpeaks this as peremptorily as he 
does elſewhere, that We muſt through 
many tribulations enter into the kingdom 
of heaven: and that d“ all that will live 
godly in Chriſt Jeſus, ſhall ſuffer perſecu- 
tion?“ There is a [muſt] upon both a- 
like, and we bleſs God, that we have run 
thro' both, and ſay, and we ſay no more; That 
as it was then, ſo it is now in both reſpects. 

However, ſuch hath been the po werful 
hand of God's providence in theſe, which 
have been the worſt of our tryals, That on 
an approved experience and obſervation of 


the iſſue, we are able to add that other part 


of the apoſtle's prediction, That ſuch rents 
muſt be, that they that are approved may 
be made manifeſt among us; which holy 
iſſue God (as having aimed at it therein) 
frequently and certainly brings about in 
churches, as he brings upon them that other 
fate of diviſion. Let them therefore look to 
it, that are the authors of ſuch diſturbances ; 
bur they bear their judgment as the *© apoſtle 
warns: The experiment is this, That we have 
ſeen and daily ſee, that multitudes of holy 
and precious ſouls, and (in the holy Ghoſt's 
word) approved ſaints, have been, and are 
the more rooted and grounded by means of 
theſe ſhakings, and continue to cleave the 


faſter to Chriſt and the purity of his ordi- 
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nances, and value them the more, by this 
coft God hath put them to, for the enjoy- 
ing of them, who having been planted in 
the houſe of the Lord, have flouriſhed in 
the courts of our God, in theſe evil times, 
to ſhew that the Lord is upright. And this 
experimented event from out of ſuch diviſions 
has more confirmed us, and is a louder apolo- 
gy for us, than all that our oppoſites are able, 
from our breaches, to allege to prejudice us. 

We will add a few words for concluſion, 
and give a more particular account of this our 
declaration. In drawing up this confeſſion 
of faith, we have had before us the articles of 
religion, approved and paſſed by both houſes 
of parliamentf, after advice had with an aſ- 
ſembly of divines, called together by them 
for that purpoſe, To which confeſſion, for 
the ſubſtance of it, we fully aſſent, as do our 
brethren of New-England, and the churches 
alſo of Scotland, as each in their general 
ſynods have teſtified. 

A few things we have added for obviacing 
ſome erroneous opinions, that have bcen 
more broadly and boldly here of late main- 
tained by the aſſerters, than in former times; 
and made other additions and alterations in 
method, here and there, and ſome cleatet 
explanations, as we found occaſion. 

We have endeavoured throughout, to hold 
to ſuch truths in this our confeſſion, as are 
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more properly termed matters of faith; and 
what is of church-order, we diſpoſe in cer- 
tain propoſitions by it ſelf, To this courſe 
we arc led by the example of the honour- 
able houſes of parliament, obſerving what 
was cſtabliſhed, and what omitted by them, 
in that confeſſion the aſſembly preſented to 
them. They thought it not convenient to 
have matters of diſcipline and church-govern- 
ment put into a confeſſion of faith, eſpeci: 
ally ſuch particulars, as then were, and till 
arc controverted, and under diſpute by men 
orthodox and ſound in faith. The thirti- 
cth chapter therefore of that confeſſion, as 
it was preſented to them by the aſſembly 
which is of church-cenſures, their uſe, kinds, 
and in whom placed; as alſo the thirty firſt 
chapter of ſynods and councils, by whom 
to be call'd, of what force in their decrees 
and determinations: And the fourth para- 
graph of the twentieth chapter which de- 
termines what opinions and practices diſturb 


the peace of the church, and how ſuch di- 


ſturbers ought to be proceeded againſt by 
the cenſures of the church, and puniſhed by 
the civil magiſtrate; alſo a great part of the 
twenty fourth chapter of marriage and di- 
vorce; Theſe were ſuch doubtful aſſertions, 
and ſo unſuitable to a confeſlion of faith, 
that the honourable houſes, in their great 


wiſdom, thought fit to lay them aſide : 


dene being nothing that tends more to 
heighten 
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heighten diſſentings among brethren, than 
to determine and adopt the matter of their 
difference under ſo high a title, as to be 
an article of our faith: So that there are 
two whole chapters, and ſome paragraphs 
in other chapters in their confeſſion, that 
we have upon this account omitted; and 
we the rather give this notice, becauſe that 
copy of the parliaments, followed by us, 
is in few mens hands; the other as it came 
from the aſſembly, being approved of in 
s Scotland, was printed and haſtened into 
the world before the parliament had declared 
their reſolutions about it; and yet has been, 
and continues to be the copy (ordinarily) 
only ſold, printed and reprinted, for theſe 
cleven years. 

After the ninetcenth chapter of the law, 
we have added a chapter of the goſpel, it 
being a title that may not well be omitted 
in a confeſſion of faith: In which chapter, 
what is diſperſed, and inſerted by intimation 
in the aſſemblies confeſſion, with ſome lit- 
tle addition, is here brought together, and 
more fully under one head. 

That there are not ſcriptures annexed, as 
in ſome confeſſions (tho' in divers others it 
is otherwiſe) we give the ſame account as 
did the i reverend aſſembly in the {ame caſe : 
which was this; „The confeſſion being 
large, and ſo framed, as to meet with the 
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common errors, if the ſcriptures ſhould kaut 
been alleged with any elearneſs, and by ſnew- 
ing where the ſtrength of the proof lies, ix 
would have required a volume.“ 

We fay farther, it is our utmoſt end in 
this, (as it is indeed of a confeſſion,) hum- 
bly to give an account what We held and 
aſſert in theſes matters; that others, eſpeci- 
ally the churches of Chriſt may judge of us 
accordingly. This we aimed at, and not 
ſo much to inſtruct others, or convinge gain - 
ſayers. Theſe are the proper works of othet 
inſtitutions of Chriſt, and are to be dang 
in the ſtrength of expreſs Seripture. A con- 
feſſion is an ordinance of another nature. 

What we have laid down and aſſerted a. 
bout churches and their government, We 
humbly conceive to be the order which 
Chriſt himſelf hath appointed to be obſerved; 
we have endeavoured to follow ſcripture- 
light; and thoſe alſo that went befere_us, 
according to that rule, deſirous of neaxeſt 
uniformity with reforming churches, as with 
our brethren in New-England, fo with others, 
that differ from them and us. 

The models and platforms, of this ſubiect 
laid down by learned men, and practiſed by 
churches, are various: We do not judge it 
brotherly, or grateful, to inſiſt upon com- 
pariſons, as ſome have done; but this ex- 

Dericnce teaches, That the variety, and poſ- 
ibly the diſputcs rt. emulations ariſing 
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thence, have much ſtrengthened, if not fixed. 
this unhappy perſuaſion in the minds of ſome 
learned and good men, namely, That there 
is no ſettled order laid down in ſcripture; 
but it is left to the prudence of the Chriſtian 
magiſtrate, to compoſe or make choice of 
ſuch a form as is moſt ſuitable and conſiſt- 
tent with their civil government. Where 
this opinion is entertained in the perſuaſion 
of governors, there, churches aſſerting their 
power and order to be jure divino, and the 
appointment of Jeſys Chriſt, can have no 
better nor more honourable entertainment, 
than a toleration or permiſſion. 

Yet herein there is this remarkable ad- 
yantage to all parties that differ, about what 
in government is of Chriſt's appointment; 
in that ſuch magiſtrates have a far greater 
latitude in conſcience, to tolerate and per- 
mit the ſeveral forms of each ſo bound up 
in their perſuaſion, than they have to ſubmit 
to what the magiſtrate ſhall impoſe: And 
thereupon the magiſtrate exerciſing an indul- 
gence and forbearance, with proteQion and 
encouragement to the people of God, ſo 
differing from him, and amongſt themſelves, 
therein diſcharges as great a faithfulneſs to 
Chriſt, and love to his people, as can any 
way be ſuppoſed and expected from any 
Chriſtian magiſtrate, of what perſuaſion ſo- 
ever he is. And where this clemency from 


a governor js ſhewed to apy fort of per- 
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ſons or churches of Chriſt upon ſuch a prin: 
Ciple, it will in equity produce this juſt effect, 
that. all who ſo differ from him, and a- 
mongſt themſelves, ſtanding in equal and a- 
like difference from the ptinciple of ſuch a 
magiſtrate, he is equally free to give a like 
liberty to them, one as well as the other. 

This faithfulneſs in our governors we with 


thankfulneſs to God acknowledge, and to 


their everlaſting honour, which appeared 
much in the late reformation. The hierar- 
chy, common- pray er- book, and all other 
things grievous to God's people, being re- 
moved, they made choice of an aſſembly 
of learned men, to adviſe what government 
and order is meet to be eſtabliſhed in the 
room of theſe things; and becauſe it was 
known there were different opinions (as al- 
ways have been among godly men) about 
forms of church- government, there was by 
the ordinance firſt ſent forth, to call an aſ- 
ſembly, not only a choice made of perſons 
of ſeveral perſuaſions to ſit as members there, 
but liberty given, to a leſs number, if diſ- 
ſenting, to report their judgments and rea- 
ſons, as well and as freely as the major part. 
Hereupon the honourable houſe of com- 
mons (an indulgence we hope will never 
be forgotten) finding by papers received from 
them, that the members of the aſſembly 
were not like to compoſe differences amongſt 
themſelves, fo. as to join in the ſame rule 
{ar 
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for church government, order'd farther as 
followeth : That a committee of lords and 
commons, do take into conſideration the 
differences of rhe opinions in the aſſembly 
of divines, in point of church government, 
and do endeavour a union if ir be poſſible ; 
and in caſe that cannot be done do endeavour 
the finding out ſome wap, how far tender 
conſciences, who cannot in all things ſubmit - 
ro the ſame rule, which ſhall be eſtabliſhed ; 
may be born with according to the word, 
and as may ſtand with the publick peace. 
By all which it is evident the parliament 
purpoſed not to eſtabliſh the rule of church- 
government with ſuch rigor, as might not 
permit and bear with a practice different 
from what they had eſtabliſhed; in perſons 
and churches of different principles, if oc- 
caſion were. And this Chriſtian clemency 
and indulgence in our governors, has been 
the foundation of that freedom and liberty, 
in the managing of church-affairs, which 
our brethren as well as we, that differ from 
them, do now, and have many years enjoyed. 
The honourable houſes by ſeveral ordi- 
nances of parliament, after much conſulta- 
tion, having ſettled rules for church-govern- 
ment, and ſuch an eccleſiaſtical order, as 
they judged “ would beſt join with the laws 
and government of the kingdom, publiſh'd 
them, requiring the practice hereof through- 
„ Ordinance of March 14. 1645. 


Out 
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out the nation; and in particular, by the 
miniſters of the province of London. But 
(upon the former reaſon, or the like chari- 
bv conſideration) theſe rules wete not im- 
poſed by them under any penalty, ot rigo- 
rous inforcement, though frequently urged 
thereto by ſome. 

Our reverend brethren of the province of 
London, having conſidered of theſe ordinan- 
ces, and the church- government laid down 


in them, declared ! their opinions to be, 


c That there is not a complete rule in thoſe 
ordinances”; alſo “ that there are many ne- 
ceſſary things not yet eſtabliſhed, and ſome 
things wherein their conſciences are not ſo 
fully ſatisfied.” Theſe brethren, in the ſame 
paper, have publiſhed alſo their joint © reſo- 
lation to practiſe in all things according to 
the rale of the word, and according to theſe 
ordinances, ſo far as they conceive them 


correſpond to it, and in fo doing they truft 


they ſhall not grieve the ſpirit .of the truly 
godly, nor give any juſt occaſion to them 
that are contrary minded, to blame their 
proceedings. 

We humbly conceive (that we being diſ- 
ſatisfied in theſe things as our brethren) the 
like liberty was intended by the honourable 
houſes, and may be taken by us of the con- 
gregational way (without blame or grief to 
the ſpirits of thoſe brethren at leaſt) to re. 

' Conſiderations and cautions from Sion Coll. June 19. 1646. 
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ſolve or rather to continue in the ſame reſo- 
lution and practice in theſe matters, which 
indeed were our practices in times of great- 
eſt oppoſition, and before this reformation 
was begun. 

And as our brethren, the Mitidbere of 
London, drew up and publiſhed their opi- 
nions and apprehenſions about church go- 
vernment into an intire ſyſtem; ſo we now 
give the like publick account of our con- 
ſciences, and the rules by which we have 
conſtantly practiſed hitherto ; which we have 
here drawn up, and do preſent. Whercby 
it will appear how much, or how little we 
differ in theſe things from our presbyterian 
brethren. 

And we truſt there | is no juſt cauſe why 
any -man, cither for our differing from the 
preſent ſettlement, it being out of conſci- 
ence, and not out of contempt, or our dif- 
ferences one from another, being not wilful, 
ſhould charge citker of us with that odious 
reproach of ſchiſm. And indeed, if not for 
our differing from the ſtate-ſettlement, much 
leſs ' becauſe we- differ from our brethren, 
our - differences -being in ſome leſs things, 
and circumſtances only, as themſelves ® ac- 
knowledge. And let it be farther conſidet- 
ed, that we have not broke from them or 
their order by theſe differences (but rather 


m jus Gvinum Miniſt. publiſhed by the Province of London 
in the Preface. | 
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they from us) and in that reſpe& we leſs 
deſerve their cenſure ; our practice being no 
other than what it was in our breaking from 
epiſcopacy, and long before presbytery, or 
any ſuch form as now they are in, was ta- 
ken up by them ; and we will not ſay how 
probable it is that the yoke of epiſcopacy 
had been upon our neck to this day, if ſome 
ſuch way (as formerly, and now is, and 
hath been termed ſchiſm) had not with 
much ſuffering been then practiſed, and 
ſince continued in. | 
For novelty, wherewith we are likewiſe 
both charged by. the enemies of both, it is 
true, in reſpect of the publick and open pro- 
feſſion, either of presbytery or independen- 
cy, this nation has been a ſtranger to each 
way, it is poſlible, ever ſince it hath been 
Chriſtian ; though for our ſelves, we are a- 
ble to trace the footſteps of an indepen- 


dent congregational way in the ancienteſt 


cuſtoms of the churches, as alſo in the writ- 
ings of our ſoundeſt proteſtant divines, and 
(which we are much ſatisfied in) a full con- 
currence throughout, in all the ſubſtantial 
parts of church- government, with our reve= 
rend n brethren the old puritan non-confor- 
miſs, who being inſtant in prayer and much 
ſufferings, prevailed with the Lord, and we 


„ Puritaniſmus Anglican, by Dr. Ames near 50 years ſince,”as 
the opinions of-whitehead, Gilbe, Fox, Pag . Greenham, 
Rainold, Perkin, Ke. 

reap 


Cartwright, Vener, Fulk, Whitaker, 
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reap with joy, what they ſowed in tears. 
Our brethren alſo that are for presbyterian 
ſubordinations, profeſs what is of weight 
againſt novelty for theis way. 

And now therefore ſeeing the Lord, in 
whoſe hand is the heart of princes, hath put 
into the hearts of our governors to tolcrate 
and permit (as they have done many years) 
perſons of each perſuaſion, to enjoy their 
conſciences, though neither come up to the 
rule eſtabliſhed by authority: And that which 
is more, to give us both protection, and 
the ſame encouragement that the moſt de- 
voted conformiſts in thoſe former ſuperſti- 
tious times enjoyed, yea, and by a publick 
law to eſtabliſn this liberty for time to come; 
and yet farther, in the midſt of our fears, 
to ſet over us a prince that owns this Efta- 
bliſhment, and cordially reſolves to ſecure 
our churches in the enjoyment of theſe li- 
berties, if we abuſe them not to the diſtur- 
bance of the civil peace; this ſhould be a 
very great engagement upon the hearts of 
us all, tho' of different perſuaſions, to en- 
deavour our utmoſt, jointly to promote the 
honour and proſperity of ſuch a govern- 
ment and governors, by whatſoever means, 
which in our callings, as miniſters of the 
goſpel, and as churches of Jeſus Chriſt, the 
prince of peace, we are any way able to do; 
as alſo to be peaceably diſpoſed one towarcls 
another, and with mutual tolcration to love 

| as 
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as brethren, notwithſtanding ſuch differences, 
remembring, as it is very equal we ſhould, 
that the differences which are between pres- 
byterians and independents, are differences 
between fellow-ſervants, and that neither of 
them have authority given from God or 
man, to impoſe their opinions, one more 
than the other. Seeing our governors, after 
ſo ſolemn an eſtabliſhment, thus bear with 
us both, in our greater differences from their 
rule, after this, for any of us to take a fel- 
low ſervant by the throat, upon the account 
of a leſs reckoning, nothing being due to 
him upon it, is to forget, at leaſt not to 
exerciſe, that compaſſion and tenderneſs we 
have found, where we had leſs ern to 
challenge or expect it. 

Our prayer to God is, That wherets: we 
have already attained, we all may walk, by 
the ſame rule, and that wherein we are o- 
therwiſe minded, God would reveal it to 
us in his due time. 
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A 
DECLARATION 


OF THE 


FAITH 


OWN'D IN THE 


| CONGREGATIONAL CHURCHES 
| I N 
ENGLAND. 
CHAP. I. 
Of the holy Scripture, 
Lthough the light of nature, 
2 and the works of creation and 
| providence, ſo far manifeſt 


| the goodneſs, wiſdom and power of 
| God, as to leave men inexcuſable; 


E they are not ſufficient to give that 
knowledge of God and of his will, 
which is neceſſary to ſalvation: there - 
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tore it pleaſed the Lord at ſundry times, 
and in divers manners to reveal him- 
ſelf, and to declare his will to his 
church; and afterwards for the better 


: preſe rving and propagating of the truth, 


and for the more ſure eſtabliſhment 
and comfort of the church apainſt 
the corruption of the fleſh, and 
the malice of Satan and of the world, 
to commit the ſame wholly to writing: 
which makes the holy ſcripture to be 
moſt neceſſary; thoſe former ways of 
God's revealing his will to his people, 
being now ceaſed. 

2. Under the name of holy ſcrip- 


ture, or the word of God written, are 


now contained all the books of the 


old and new Teſtament ; which are 
theſe; of the old Teſtament, Geneſis, 


Exodus, Leviticus, Nunibers, Deute- 
ronomy, Joſhua, Judges, Ruth, the 


firſt and the ſecond books of Samuel, 
the firſt and the ſecond books of the 
Kings, the firſt and the ſecond books 
of the Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemia, 
45 — Eſther, 
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Eſther, Job, Pſalms, Proverbs, Ec- 
cleſiaſtes, The Song of Songs, Iſaiah, 


Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, Da- 


niel, Hoſea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, 
Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, 
Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Mala- 
chi: Of the new Teſtament: The Goſ- 
pels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, 


The acts of the apoſtles, Pauls epiſtle to 


t he Romans, his firſt and ſecond to the 
Corinthians, his epiſtles to the Galati- 


ans, Epheſians, Philippians, Coloſſians, 


his firſt and ſecond to the Theſſaloni- 
ans, his firſt and ſecond to Timothy, 
his epiſtles to Titus, to Philemon, 
the epiſtle to the Hebrews, the epi- 
ſtle of James, the firſt and ſecond epi- 
ſtles of Peter, the firſt, ſecond and 


third epiſtles of John, the epiſtle of 


Jude, the Revelation. All which are 
given by the inſpiration of God to be 
the rule of faith and life. 


z. The books commonly called A- 
pocrypha, not being of divine inſpira- 


ſcripture ; 


tion, are no part of the canon of the 


— — 
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' ſcripture; and therefore are of no au- 


thority in the church of God, nor are 
they to be any otherwiſe approved, 
or made uſe of, than other human 
writings. 

4. The authority of the holy ſcri- 
pture, for which it ought to be beliey- 
ed and obeyed, dependeth not upon the 


teſtimony of any man or church; but 


wholly upon God, (who is truth it 
ſelf) the author thereof; and the refore 
it is to be received, becauſe it is the 
word of God. 

5. We may be moved and induced 
by the teſtimony of the church, to àn 
high and reverent eſteem of the holy 
ſcripture. And the heavenlineſs of the 
matter, the efficacy of the doctrine, the 
majeſty of the ſtyle, the conſent of all 
the parts, the ſcope of the whole, (which 
is, to give all glory to God,) the full 
diſcovery it makes of the only way of 
man's ſalvation, the many other incom- 
parable excellencies, and the intire per- 
tection thereof, are arguments where- 


by 
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by it abundantly evidences it ſelf to be 
the Word of God; yet notwithſtanding, 
our full perſuaſion and aſſurance of the 
infallible truth and divine authority 
thereof, is from the inward work of the 
holy Spirit, bearing witneſs by and 
with the word in our hearts. 

6. The whole counſel of God, con- 
cerning all things neceſſary for his own 
glory, man's ſalvation, faith, and life, 
is either expreſſy ſet down in ſcripture, 
or by good and neceſſary conſequence 
may be deduced from ſcripture; to 
which nothing at any time is to be ad- 
ded, whether by new revelations of the 
Spirit, or traditions of men. Never- 
leſs we acknowledge the inward il- 
lumination of the Spirit of God to be 
neceſſary, for the ſaving underſtanding 
of ſuch things as are revealed in the 
word: and that there are ſome circum- 
ſtances, concerning the worſhip of God, 
and government of the church, com- 

mon to human actions and ſocieties, 
' which are to be ordered by the light of 


nature, 


— i. 
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nature, and chriſtian prudence, accord- 
ing to the general rules of the word, 
which are always to be obſerved, 

7. All chings in {cripture are not a- 
like plain in themſelves, nor alike 
clear to all: yet thoſe things which are 
neceſſary to be known, believed and 
obſerved for ſal vation, are ſo clearly 
1 propounded and opened in ſome place 
|| of ſcripture or other, that not only the 
learned, but the unlearned, in a due 
uſe of the ordinary means, may attain 
to a ſufficient underſtanding of them. 
8. The old Teſtament in Hebrew, 
(which was the native language of the 
| people of God of old) and the new Te- 
| ſtament in Greek, (which at the time 

of writing it, was moſt general 
—/ known mo nations) being ö 
ately inſpired by God, and by his ſin- 
gular care and providenee kept pure in 
all ages, are therefore authentic; ſo 
that in all controverſies of religi- 

on, the church is finally to appeal to 
them But becauſe theſe original 
tongues 
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tongues are not known to all the peo- 
ple of God, who have a right to and 
an intereſt in the ſcriptures, and are 
commanded in the fear of God to read 
and ſearch them; therefore they are to 
be tranſlated into the vulgar language, 
of every nation into which they come, 
that the word of God dwelling plen- 
tifully in all, they may worſhip him 
in an acceptable manner, and through 
patience and comfort of the {criptures 
may have hope. 

9. The infallible rule of interpret- 
ing ſcripture, is the ſcripture itſelf ; 
And therefore when there is a queſtion 
about the true and full ſenſe of any 
ſcripture, (which is not manifold, but 
one) it muſt be ſearched and known by 
ether places, thar ſpeak more clearly. 

ro. The ſupreme Judge by which 
all controverſies of religion are to be 
determined, and all decrees of coun- 
cils, opinions of ancient writers, doc- 
trines of men and private ſpirits, are 
to be examined, and in whole ſentence 
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we are to reſt, can be no other, - than 


the holy ſcripture delivered by the Spi- 
rit; into which ſcripture ſo delivered, 
our faith is finally reſolved. 


CHAP 1. 
Of God and of the holy Trinity. 


Here is but one only living and 

true God; who is infinite in 

being and perfection, a moſt pure ſpi- 
rit, inviſible, without body, parts, or 
paſſions, immutable, immenſe, eternal, 
incomprehenſible, almighty, moſt wile, 
moſt holy, moſt free, moſt abſolute, 
working all things according to the 
Counſel of his own immutable and 
molt righteous will, for his own glo- 
ry; moſt loving, gracious, merciful, 
long ſuffering, abundant in goodneſs 
and truth, forgiving iniquity, tranſ- 
greſſion and fin, the rewarder of them 
that diligently ſeek him; aud withal, 
moſt juſt and terrible in his judgments, 


hating 


CONGREGATIONAL CHURCHES. 11 
hating all ſin, who will by no means 
clear the guilty. 3 

2. God has all life, glory, good- 
neſs, bleſſedneſs, in, and of him- 
ſelt; and is alone, in, and to him- 
ſel, all- ſufficient, not ſtanding in need 
of any creatures which he has made, 
nor deriving any glory from them, 
but only manifeſting his own glory in, 
by, to, and upon them: He is the a- 
lone fountain of all being, of whom, 
through whom, and to whom are all 
things; and he has moſt ſovereign do- 
minion over them, to do by them, 
for them. or upon them, whatſoever 
himſelf pleaſes: In his ſight all things 
are open and manifeſt, his knowledge 
is infinite, infallible, and independent 
on the creature, ſo that nothing is 
to him contingent or uncertain: He 
is moſt holy in all his counſels, in 
all his works, and in all his commands. 
To him is due from angels and men, 
and every other creature, whatſoever 
worſhip, ſervice or obedience, as crea- 

C 2 tures, 
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tures, they owe to the Creator, and 
whatever he is farther pleaſed to re- 
quire of them. LES 
3. In the unity of the God head there 
arethree perſons of one ſubſtance, power, 
and eterairy, God the Father, God the 
Son, and God the Holy Ghoſt: The Fa- 
ther is of none, neither begotten, nor 
proceeding ; the Son iseternally begotten 
of the Father; the holy Ghoſt is eternally 
proceeding from the Father and the Son. 


Which doctrine of the Trinity is the foun- 


dation of all our communion with God, 


and comfortable dependence upon him. 
CHAP. III. 

Of God's eternal decree.” 

OD from all eternity did by 


the moſt wiſe and holy counſel 


of his own will, freely and unchange- 
ably ordain whatſoever comes to pals: 
yet ſo, as thereby neither is God the 
author of ſin, nor is violence offered 
to the will of the creatures, nor is the 


liberty 
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liberty or contingency of ſecond cau- 
ſes taken away, but rather eſtabliſh d. 
2. Altho' God knows whatſoever 
may or can come to paſs, upon 
all ſuppoſed conditions, yet has he 
not decreed any thing, becauſe he fore- 
ſaw it as future, or as that which would 
come to paſs, upon ſuch conditions. 

3. By the decree of God for the 
manifeſtation of his glory, ſome men 
and angels are predeſtinated to ever- 
laſting life, and others fore-ordain'd to 
everlaſting death. | | 

4. Theſe angels and men thus 
predeſtinated, and fore-ordained, are 
particularly and unchangeably deſign d, 
and their number is ſo certain and de- 
finite, that it cannot be either increaſed 
or diminiſhed. 

5- Thoſe of mankind. that are pre- 
deſtinated to life, God, before the 
foundation of the world was laid, ac- 
cording to his eternal and immutable 
purpoſe, and the ſecret counſel and good 
pleaſure of his will, has choſe in 
5 2 Chriſt 
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Chriſt to everlaſting glory, out of his 
mere free grace and love, without any 
fore- ſight of faith or good works, or 
perſeverance in either of them, or any 
other thing in the creature, as condi- 
tions or cauſes moving him thereto, 
and all to the praife of his glorious 
grace. 0 100 rng 
6. As God has appointed the elect 
to glory, ſo has he, by the eternal 
and moſt free purpoſe of his will, 
fore-ordain'd all the means thereto: 
wherefore they who are elected, being 
fallen in Adam, are redeemed by 
Chriſt, are effectually called to faith 
in Chriſt, by his Spirit's working in due 
ſeaſon, are juſtified, adopted, ſancti- 
fied, and kept, by his power, through 
faith, to ſalvation. Neither are any 
other redeemed by Chriſt, or effectu- 
ally called, juſtified; adopted, ſancti- 
fied and ſaved, but the elect only. 
7. The reſt of mankind God was 
pleaſed, according to the unſearchable 
counſel of his own. will, whereby he 
2 , extends . 
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extends or withholds mercy, as he plea- 
| ſes, for the glory of his ſovereign 
power over his creatures, to paſs by, 
and to ordain them to diſhonour and 
wrath, for their {in to the praiſe of 
of his glorious juſtice, 

8. The doctrine of this high myſtery 
of predeſtination is to be handled with 
ſpecial prudence and care, that men 
artending to the will of God revealed 
in his word, and yielding obedience 
thereto, may from the certainty of 
their effectual vocation, be aſſured of 
their eternal election. So will this doc- 
trine afford matter of praiſe, reverence 
and admiration of God, and of hu- 
mility, diligence, and abundant conſo- 
lation to all that ſincerely obey the 
| goſpel, : 
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F pleaſed God, the Farher, Son, 
and holy Ghoſt, for the manifeſ- 
tation of the glory of his eternal pow- 
er, wiſdom and goodneſs, in the be- 
ginning, to create, or make of no- 
| | thing, the world, and all things there- 
| | in, whether viſible or inviſible, in 
| | the fpace of fix days, and all very 
{| good. | 781 
2. After God had made all other 
creatures, he created man male and fe- 
male, with reaſonable and immortal 
ſouls, endued with knowledge, righte- 
ouſneſs and true holineſs, after his own 
image, having the law of God written 
in their heart, and power to fulfil it; 
and yet under a poſſibility of tranſ- 
greſſing, being left to the liberty of 
their own will, which was ſubject to 
change. Beſides this law written in 
their hearts, they received a command 
not 


( 
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not to eat of che tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil; which whilſt they 
kept, they were happy in their com- 


munion with God, and had dominion 
over the creatures, 


CHAP. V. 
Of Providence, 


Ob the Creator of all things, 
_F- upbolds, directs, diſpoſes and 
governs all creatures, actions, and 
things, from the greateſt even to the 
leaſt, by his moſt wiſe and holy pro- 
vidence, according to his infallible 
fore-knowiedge, and the free and 
immutable counſel - of his own will, 
to the praiſe of the glory of his wiſ- 
dom, power, juſtice, goodnels and 
mercy. 

2. Although in relation to the fore- 
knowledge and decree of God, the 
firſt cauſe, all things come to pals im- 
mutably, and infallibly ; yer by the 
ſame providence he orders them to fall 
D out, 


18 THE FAITH OF THE © 
out, according to the order of ſecond 
cauſes, either neceſſarily, freely, or 
contingently. id | 

3. God in his ordinary providence 
makes ule of means, yet is free to 
work without, above, and againſt them, 
at his pleaſure. = 

4. The almighty power, unſearch- 
able wiſdom, and infinite goodneſs of 
God, ſo far manifeſt ext ara in his 
providence, in that his determinate 


counſel extends itſelf even to the firſt 


fall, and all other fins of angels and 
men (and that not by a bare permiſ- 
ſion) which alſo he moſt wiſely and 
powerfully bounds, and otherwiſe or- 
ders and governs in a manifold diſ- 
penſation to his own moſt holy ends; 
yet ſo, as the ſinfulneſs thereof pro- 
ceeds only from the creature, and not 
from God, who being moſt holy and 
righteous, neither is, nor can be the 
author or approver of ſin. 

5. The moſt wiſe, righteous and 
gracious God oftentimes leaves, for a 
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ſeaſon, his own children to manifold 
temptations, and the corruption of their 
own hearts, to chaſtiſe them for their 
former ſins, or to diſcover to them the 
hidden ſtrength of corruption, and the 
deceitfulneſs of their hearts, that they 
may be humbled; and to raiſe them 
to a more cloſe and conſtant depen- 
dence, for their ſupport, upon him- 
ſelf, and to make them more watch- 
ful againſt all future occaſions of ſin, 
and for ſundry other juſt and holy 
ends. 

6. As for thoſe wicked and ungod- 
ly men, whom God as a righteous 
judge for former fins, blinds and har- 
dens, from them he not only withholds 
his grace, whereby they might have 
been inlightened in their underſtand- 
ings, and wrought upon in their hearts; 
but ſometimes alſo withdraws the gifts 
which they had, and expoſes them to 
ſuch objects, as their corruption makes 
occaſions of ſin; and withal gives them 


over to their own luſts, the temptations 
D 2 of 


20 THE FAITH OF THF. ' 


; of the world, and the power of Satan; 
; whereby it comes to paſs that they har- 
| denthemſelves, even under chofe means 
which God uſes for the ſoftening of o- 
chers. # 40 i160 bit 
| 7. As the providence of God-in ge- 
ö neral reaches to all creatures, ſo after a 
| moſt ſpecial manner it takes care of 
i his church, and diſpofes all things to 
[ 1 the good thereof. 33 10 
| | | CHAP. VL 
J Of the fall of man, of ſin, and of 


the puni ſhment thereof. 


"10D. having made a covenant of 
( works, and life thereupon, with 
our firſt parents, and all their poſte- 
rity in them, they being ſeduced 
— by the ſubtilty and temptarion of 
| Satan, did wilfully tranſgreſs the 

law of their creation, and break 
the covenant in eating the forbidden 
aw: M7 
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2. By this fin they, and we in them, 
fell from original righteouſneſs and 
communion with God; and fo be- 
came dead in ſin, and wholly defiled 
in all the faculties and parts of foul 
and box. . 

3. They being the root, and by 
God's appointment, ſtanding in the room 
and ſtead of all mankind, the guilt of 
this ſin was imputed, and corrupted 
nature convey d to all their poſterity, 
deſcending from them, by ordinary 
generation. | 

4. From this original corruption, 
whereby we are utterly indiſpoſed, diſ- 
abled and made oppoſite to all good, 
and wholly inclined to all evil, all 
actual tranſgreſſions proceed. 

5. This corruption of nature during 
this life, remains in thoſe that are re- 
generated; and tho it is thro' Chriſt 
pardoned and mortified, yet both it 
{elf and all the motions thereof are 
truly and properly ſin. | 


6, Every 
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6. Every ſin, both original and ac- 
wal, being. a rranſpreſſion of the righ- 
teous law of God, and contrary there- 
to, in its own nature brings guilt upon 
the ſinner, whereby he is bound over 
to the wrath of God, and curſe of the 
law, and fo is made ſubje& to death, 
with all mente if Piritual, agen) and 
eternal. 


CHAP. VII. IU; 
of 6 G i covenant -with Man. 


THE diſtance between God and 
the creature is ſo great, that 
tho reaſonable creatures owe obedi- 
ence to him as their Creator, yet they 
could never have attained the reward 
of life, but by ſome voluntary con- 
deſcenſion on God's part, which he has 
been pleaſed to exprels by way of co- 
n 

The firſt covenant made wich 
a, was a covenant of works, where 
in life was promiſed to Adam, and 


in 
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in him to his poſterity, upon con- 
dition of perfect and perſonal obe- 
3. Man, by his fall, having made 
himſelf incapable of life by that co- 
venant, the Lord was pleaſed to make 
a ſecond, commonly called the cove- 
nant of grace; wherein he freely of- 
fers to 1 life and ſal vation — 


Jeſus Chriſt, requiring of them fai 


in him, that they may be ſaved, and 


promiſing to give to all thoſe that 
are ordain d to life, his holy Spirit to 
make them willing and able to be- 
lie ve. 
4. This covenant of grace is fre- 
quently ſet forth in the ſcripture by 
the name of a Teſtament, in reference 
to the death of Jeſus Chriſt the teſta- 
tor, and to the everlaſting inheritance, 
with all things belonging to it, therein 
bequeathed. | 
5- Altho this Covenant hath been 
differently and variouſly adminiſtred, 
in reſpect of ordinances and inſtituti- 
4 ons, 
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ons, in the time of dhe hw, and ſince 
the coming of Git i he fe, yer 
for the ſubſtance and efficacy of it, 


to all its ſpiritual and ſaving ends, it 


is one and the ſame; upon the ac- 
count of which various diſpenſations, 
it is called the old and new Teſta- 


ment. 


„HAP. VI. 
e Chrifi ile Mediator, 


Tf pleaſed God, in his eternal pur- 


ale, to chooſe and ordain the 
Lord Jeſus, his only begotten Son, 
according to a covenant made between 
them both, to be the Mediator between 
God and man; the prophet, prieſt, 
and king, the head and Saviour of his 
church, the heir of all things, and judge 
of the world; to whom he did, from 
all eternity, give a people to be his 


ſeed, and to be 2 in time redeem d, 


ctified, and glorify d. 


called, juſtified. 
| 2. The 


c 
t 
; 
t 


„ 


JT 0T 05 7 a ag = TY - »- 


CONGREGATIONAL CHURCHES. 25 


2. The Sonof God, the ſecond per- 
ſon in the Trinity, being very and eter- 
nal God, of one ſubſtance, and equal 
with the Father, did, when the fulneſs 
of time was come, take upon him man's 
nature, with all the eſſential properties, 
and common infirmities thereof, yet 
without ſin, being conceived, by the 
power of the holy Ghoſt, in the womb 
of the Virgin Mary, of her ſubſtance: 
ſo that two whole perfect and diſtinct 
natures, the Godhead and the manhood, 
were inſeparably joined together in one 
perſon, without converſion, compoſi- 
tion, or confuſion; which perſon is 
very God and very man, yet one Chriſt 
the only Mediator between God and 
man. : 

3. The Lord Jeſus in his human 
nature, thus united to the divine, in 
the perſon of the Son, was ſanctified 
and anointed with the holy Spirit above 
meaſure, having in him all the trea- 
ſures of wiſdom and knowledge, in 
whom it pleaſed the Father that all ful- 

| E neſs 
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neſs ſhould dwell, tothe end that being 
holy, harmleſs, undefiled, and full of 
grace and truth, he might be through- 
ly furniſhed to execute the office of a 
mediator and ſurety; which office he 
took not to himſelf, but was thereto 
called by his Father, who alſo put all 
power and judgment into his hand, and 
gave him commandment to execute the 
ſame. 

4. This office the Lord Jeſus moſt 
willingly undertook which; thar he 
might diſcharge, he was made under 
the law, and perfectly fulfil'd ir, and 
underwent the puniſhment due to us, 
which we ſhould have born and ſuffer- 
ed, being made fin and a curſe for us, 
enduring moſt grievous torments im- 
mediately from God in his ſoul, and 
moſt painful ſufferings in his body, 
was crucified, and died, was buried, 
and remained under the power of death, 

et ſaw no corruption, on the third 
day he aroſe from the dead with the 
fame body in which he ſuffered, with 
1 which 
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which alſo he aſcended into heaven, 


and there fits at the right hand of his 
Father, making interceſſion, and ſhall 
return to judge men and angels at the 
end of the world. 

5. The Lord Jeſus by his perfect 
obedience and ſacrifice of himſelf, 
which, he through the eternal Spirit, 
once offered up to God, has fully ſa- 
tisfied the juſtice of God, and purcha- 
ſed not only reconciliation, but an e- 
verlaſting inheritance in the kingdom 
of heaven, for all thoſe whom the Fa- 
ther has given him. 

6. Although the work of redemp- 
tion was not actually wrought by Chriſt, 
till after his incarnation ; yet the virtue, 
efficacy and benefits thereof were com- 
municared to the elect in all ages, ſuc- 
ceſſively, from the beginning of the 
world, in and by thoſe promiſes, types, 
and ſacrifices, wherein he was revealed 
and ſignified to be the ſeed of the wo- 
man, which ſhould bruiſe the ſerpent's 
head, and the Lamb ſlain from the be- 

E 3 ginning 
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ginning of the world, being yeſterday, 
to day, and for ever. 

7. Chriſt in the work of mediation 
acts according to both natures, each 
nature doing that which is proper to it- 
ſel ; yet by reaſon of the unity of the 
perſon, that which is proper to one na- 
ture, is ſometimes in ſcripture attribu- 
ted to the perſon denominated by the 
other nature. 

8. Toall thoſe for whom Chriſthas 
purchaſed redemption, he certainly and 
effectually applies and communicates 
ſame, making interceſſion for them, and 
revealing to them in and by the word, 
the myſteries of ſalvation, effectually 
Fu them, by his Spirit, to be- 

ieve and obey, and governing their 
hearts by his word and Spirit, over- 
coming all their enemies by his almigh- 
ty power and wiſdom, in ſuch manner 
and ways, as are moſt conſonant to 
his wonderful and unſearchable diſpen- 
ſation. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX. 
Of Free-will. 


G has endued the will of man 


with that natural liberty and 
power of acting upon choice, that it is 
neither forced, nor by any abſolute 
neceſſity of nature, determined to do 
good or evil. 

2. Man in his ſtate of innocence had 
freedom and power to'will and to do 
that which was good, and well-pleaſing 
to God; but yet mutably, ſo that he 
might fall from it. . 

3. Man by his fall into a ſtate of 
ſin, has wholly loſt all ability of will 
to any ſpiritual good accompanying 
ſal vation; ſo that a natural man being 
altogether averſe from that good, and 
dead in fin, is not able by his own 
ſtrength to convert himſelf, or to pre- 
pare himſelf thereto. 

4. When God converts a ſinner, and 


tranſlates him into the ſtate of grace, 
alla in | er 
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he frees him from his natural bondage 
under fin, and by his grace alone en- 
ables him freely to will and to do that 
which is ſpiritually good; yet ſo, as that 
by reaſon of his remaining corruption, 
he does not perfectly nor only will 


that which is good, but alſo wills that 


which is evil. 

5. The will of man is made per- 
fectly and immutably free to good a- 
lone, in the ſtate of glory only. 


B. 
Of Efedtual Calling. 


N IL thoſe whom God has pre- 
deſtinated to life, and thoſe on- 
ly, he is pleaſed, in this appointed and 
accepted time, effectually to call by 
his word and Spirit, out of that ſtate 
of fin and death, in which they are by 
nature, to grace and ſalvation by je- 
ſus Chriſt, inlightening their minds, 
ſpiritually and ſavingly to underſtand 
the things of God, taking away _ 
cart 
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hearts of ſtone, and giving them 
hearts of fleſh, renewing their wills, 
and by his almighty power determining 
them to that which is good, and effec- 
my drawing them to Jeſus Chriſt ; 
* o, as that they come moſt freely, 
eing made willing by his gr ace. 

2. This effectual call is of God's free 
and ſpecial grace alone, not from any 
thing at all foreſeen in man, who is al- 
together paſſive therein, till being quick- 
ened and renewed, by the holy Spirit, 
he is thereby enabled to anſwer this call, 
and to embrace the grace offered and 
conveyed in it. 

3. Elect infants dying in infancy, 
are regenerated and ſaved by Chriſt, 
who works, when, and where, and 
how he pleaſes; fo alſo are all other 
elect perſons, who are incapable of 
being outwardly called by the mi- 
niſtry ofthe word. 

4. Others not elected, tho? they 
may be called by the miniſtry of the 
word, and may have ſome common 

operations 
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opertions of the Spirit, yet not be- 
ing effectually drawn by the Fa- 
ther, they neither do nor can come to 
Chriſt, and therefore cannot be ſaved; 
much leſs can men not profeſſing the 
Chriſtian religion, be ſaved in any other 
way whatſoever, be they never ſo di- 
ligent toframe their lives according to 
the lightof nature, and the law of that 
religion they profeſs: And to aſſert and 
maintain that they may, is very 
pernicious, and to be deteſted. 


CHAP. XL 
Of Juſtification. 


L Hoſe whom God effectually calls, 
he alſo freely juſtifies, not by 


infuſing righteouſneſs into them, bur 
by pardoning their fins, and by ac- 
counting and accepting their perſons 
as righteous, not for any thing wrought 


in them, or done by them, but for 
Chriſt's ſake alone; nor by imputing 
faich it ſelf, the act of believing, or 

any 
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any- other evangelical obedience to 
them, as their righteouſneſs, but by 
imputing Chriſt's active obedience to 
the whole law, and paſſive obedience 
in his death, for their whole and ſole 
righteouſneſs, they receiving and reſting 
on him and his righteouſneſs by faith; 
which faith they have not of them- 
ſelyes, but it is the gift of God. 


2. Faith thus receiving and reſting 


on Chriſt, and his righteouſneſs, is the 
alone inſtrument of juſtification; yer it 
is not alone in the perſon juſtified, but 

is ever accompanied with all other ſav- 
ing graces, and is no dead faith, but 
works by love. 

3. Chriſt by his obedience and death 
fully diſcharged the debt of all thoſe 
that are juſtified, and did by the ſacri- 
fice of himſelf, in the blood of his 
croſs, undergoing in their ſtead the pe- 
nalty due to them, make a proper, 
real, and full ſatisfaction to God's jul- 
tice in their behalf: Vet in as much as 
he was given by the Father for them, 


F and 
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and his obedience and ſatisfaction accept- 
ed in their ſtead, and both freely, ns 
any thing in them, their juſtification is 
only of free grace, that both the exact 
juſtice and rich grace of God might be 
glorified in the juſtification of ſinners. 

4. God from all eternity decreed to 
juſtifie all the ele&, and Chriſt in the ful- 
neſs of time died for their fins, and roſe 
again for their juſtification: Neverthe- 
leſs, they are not juſtified perſonally, till 
the holy Spirit, in due time, actually ap- 
plies Chriſt to them. 

5. God continues to forgive the 
ſins of thoſe that are juſtified; and tho 
they can never fall from the ſtate of 
juſtification, yet they may by their ſins, 
fall under God's fatherly diſpleaſure: 
and in that condition they have not u- 
ſuallv the light of his countenance re- 
ſtored to them, till they humble them- 
ſelves, confeſs their ſins, beg pardon, 
and renew their faith and repentance. 
6. The juſtification of believers under 


the old Teſtament, was, in all theſe re- 
ſpects, 
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ſpects, one and the ſame with the ju- 
ſtification of believers under the new 


Teſtament. 


C HAP. XII. 
Of Adoption. 
LL thoſe that are Mtified, God 


vouchſafes, in and for his only 
Son Jeſus Chriſt, to make partakers of 
the grace of adoption, by which they 
are taken into the number, and enjoy 
the liberties and privileges of the 
children of God, have this name put 
upon them, receive the ſpirit of a- 
doption, have acceſs to the throne of 
grace with boldneſs, are enabled to 
cry Abba Father, are pitied, protected, 
provided for, and chaſtened by him as 
by a Father, yet never caſt off, but 
ſealed to the day of redemption, and 
inherit the promiſes, as heirs of ever- 


laſting ſalvarion. 


F 2 C HAP. 
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CHAP. XII. 
Of Santtification, 


HEY that are united to Chriſt, 

effectually called and regenera- 
ted, having a new heart and a new 
ſpirit created in them, through the 
virtue of Chriſt's death and reſur- 
rection, are alſo farther ſanctified, re- 
ally and perſonally, through the ſame 
virtue, by his word and Spirit dwell- 
ing in them; the dominion of the 
whole body of fin is deſtroyed, and 
the ſeveral luſts thereof are more 
and more weakened and mortified, 
more and more quickened and ſtrength- 
thened in all ſaving graces, to the practice 
of all true holineſs, without which no 
man ſhall ſee the Lord. 

2. This ſanctification is throughout 
in the whole man, yet imperfect in 
this life; there abides ſtill ſome rem- 
nants of corruption in every part, 
whence ariſes a continual and irrecon- 

: C cileable 
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cileable war, the fleſh luſting againſt 
the ſpirit, and the ſpirit againſt the 
fein, N 

3. In which war tho' the remaining 
corruption for a time may much pre- 
vail, yet, through the continual ſup- 
ply of ſtrength, from the ſanctifying 
Spirit of Chriſt, the regenerate part 
overcomes, and ſo the ſaints grow in 
N perfecting holineſs in the fear of 
God. 


CHAP. XIV. 
Of ſaving Faith. 


1 HE grace of faith, whereby the 
elect are enabled to believe to 
the laving of their ſouls, is the work 
of the Spirit of Chriſt in their hearts, 
and is ordinarily wrought by the mi- 
niſtry of the word; by which allo, 
and by the adminiſtration of the ſeals, 
prayer, and other means, it is increaſ- 
ed and ſtrengthened. 
2. By this faith a Chriſtian believes 

2 to 


——t—— —„—-—ᷣ —— — ot 
5 3 — — — — — — gs — Y a _ % . 


33 THE FAITH OF THE 

to be true, whatſoever is revealed in 
the word, becauſe of the authority of God 
himſelf ſpeaking therein, and acts differ- 
me upon that which each particular 


age thereof containeth, yielding o- 


a 
E to the commands, trembling 
at the threatnings, and embracing the 
promiſes of God, for this life, and 
that which is to come. But the princi- 
pal acts of ſaving faith are, accepting, 
receiving, and reſting upon Chriſt a- 
lone, for juſtification, ſanctification, 
and eternal life, by virtue of the co- 
venant of grace. 

3. This faith, tho' it is different in 
degrees, and may be weak or ſtrong, 
yet it is, in the leaſt degree of it, differ- 
ent, in the kind or nature of it, (as is 
all other ſaving grace, ) from the faith 
and common grace of temporary be- 
lievers; and therefore, tho it may be 
many times aſſailed and weakened, yet 
it gets the victory, growing up in ma- 
ny to the attainment of a full aſſu- 
rance through Chrift, who is both the au- 


thor and finiſher of our faith, CHAP, 


nnd . 1 
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CHAP. XV. 
Of repentance 10 life and ſalvation. 


Uch of the ele& as are converted 

at riper years, having ſome time 
lived in the ſtate of nature, and there- 
in ſerved divers luſts and pleaſures, God 
in their effectual calling gives them re- 
pentance to life. 

2. Whereas there is none that doth 
good, and fins not, and the beſt of 
men may, through the power and de- 
ceirfulnefs of their corruptions dwelling 
in them, with the prevalency of temp- 
tation, fall into great fins and provo- 
cations ; God has, in the covenant of 
grace, mercifully provided, that be- 
lievers ſo ſinning and falling ſhall be 
renewed through repentance to ſalva- 
t on. 

3. This ſaving repentance is an e- 
vangelical grace, whereby a perſon be- 
ing by the holy Ghoſt made ſenſible of 
the manifold evils of his ſin, by faith 


In 
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in Chriſt humbles himſelf for it, with 
godly ſorrow, deteſtation of it, and 


lelf- abhorrency, praying for pardon 


and ſtrength of grace, with a purpoſe, 
and endeavours, by ſupplies of the Spi- 
rit, to walk before God to all well- 
pleaſing in all things. 

4. As repentance is to be continued 
through the whole courſe of our lives, 
upon the account of the body of death, 
and the motions thereof ; ſo it is eve= 
ry man's duty to repent of his parti- 
cular known {ins particularly. | 

5. Such is the proviſion which God 
has made through Chriſt in the cove- 


nant of grace, for the preſervation of 


believers to ſalvation, that tho' there 
is no fin ſo ſmall, but it deſerves dam- 
nation; yet there is no fin ſo great, 
that it ſhall bring damnation on them 
who truly repent ; which makes the 


_ conſtant preaching of repentance ne- 


ceſſary. 
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CHAP. XVI. 
Of good works, 


FY1OOD works are only ſuch as 
God has commanded in his holy 
ward, and not ſuch as, without the 
warrant thereof, are deviſed by men, 
out of blind zeal, or upon any pre- 
rence pf good intentions. | 
2. Theſe good works done in obe- 
dience to God's commandments, are 
the fruits and evidences of a true and 
lively faith, and by them believers 
manifeſt their thankfulneſs, ſtrengthen 
their aſſurance, edifie their brethren, 
- adorn the profeſſion of the golpel, top 
the mouths of the adverſaries, and glo- 
rity God, whoſe workmanſhipthey are, 
created in Chriſt Jeſus thereto, that 
having their fruit to holineſs, they may 
have the end eternal life. 
3. Their ability ro do good works 
is not at all of themſelves, but whol- 
ly from the Spirit of Chriſt: And that 
| G _ | 
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they may be enabled thereto, beſides 
the graces they have already receiv'd, 
there is required an actual influence of 
the ſame holy Spirit to work in them 
to will and to do, of his good plea- 
ſure; yet are they not hereupon to grow 
negligent as if they were not bound to 
perform any duty, unleſs upon a ſpe- 
cial motion of the Spirit, but they ought 
to be diligent in ſtirring up the grace 
of God that is in them. 5 

4. They who in their obedience at- 
tain to the greateſt height which is poſ- 
ſible in this life, are ſo far from being 
able to ſupererogate, and to do more 
than God requires, that they fall ſhort 
of much, . which in duty they are bound 
to do. 

5. We cannot by our beſt works 
merit pardon of fin, or eternal life at 
the hand of God, by reaſon of the 
great diſproportion there is between 
them, and the glory to come; and 
the infinite diſtance there is between 
us, and God, whom by them we 

3 call 
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can neither profit, nor ſatisfy for the 
debt of our former ſins; but when we 
have done all we can, we have done 
but our duty, and are unprofitable ſer- 
vants: and tho? as they are good, they 
proceed from his Spirit, yet as they are 
wrought by us, they are defiled and 
mixed with ſo much weakneſs and im- 

erfection, that they cannot endure the 
ſeverity of God's judgment. 

6. Vet notwithſtanding, the perſons 
of believers being accepted through 
Chriſt, their good works alſo are 
accepted in him, not as though they 
were in this life wholly unblameable 
and unreproveable in God's ſight, but 
that he, looking upon them in his Son, 
is pleaſed to accept and reward that 
which is ſincere, tho* accompanied 
with many weakneſſes and imperfec- 
tions. 

7. Works done by unregenerate men, 
tho for the matter of them they may 
be things which God commands, and 
of good uſe both to themſelves and to 
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others; yet becauſe they proceed not 
from a heart purified by faith, nor are 
done in a right manner, according to 
the word, nor to a right end, the glory 
of God; they are therefore finful, and 
cannot pleaſe God, nor make a man 
meet to receive grace from God; and 
yet the negle& of them is more ſinful, 


and diſpleaſing to God. 


CHAP. XVII. 
Of the perſeverance of the Saints. 


Hey whom God hath accepted 

in his beloved, effectually cal- 

led and ſanctified by his Spirit, can 

neither totally nor finally fall away 

from a ſtate of grace, but ſhall certainly 

perſevere therein to the end, and be e- 
ternally ſaved. | 

2. This perſeverance of the Saints 


depends not upon their own free-will, 


but upon the immutability of the de- 
cree of election, from the Free and un- 
changeable love of God the Father, up- 


on 
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on the efficacy of the merit and inter- 
ceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt; arid union with 
him, the oath of God, the abiding of 
his Spirit, and of the ſeed of God 
within them, and the nature of the 
covenant of grace, from all which ari- 
ſes alſo the certainty and infallibiliry 
thereof. 

3. And tho they may, through the 
temptation of Satan, and of the world, 
the prevalency of corruption remaining 
in them, and the neglect of the means 
of their preſervation, fall into grievous 
ſins, and for a time continue therein, 
whereby they incur God's diſpleaſure, 
and grieve his holy Spirit, come to 
have their graces and comforts impair- 
ed, have their hearts hardened, and 
their conſciences wounded, hurt and 
ſcandaliſe others, and bring temporal 
judgments upon themſelves; yet they 
are and ſhall be kept by the power 
of God through faith to ſalvation. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XVI. 
Of the aſſurance of grace and ſalva- 


Hon, 


Ltho temporary believers, and 

other unregenerate men 2 
vainly deceive themſelves with falſe 
hopes, and carnal preſumptions of be- 
ing in the favour of God, and in a ſtate 
of ſalvation, which hope of theirs ſhall 
periſh ; yer ſuch as truly believe in the 
Lord Jeſus, and love him in ſincerity, 
endeavouring to walk in all good con- 
ſcience before him, may in this life be 
certainly aſſur d, that they are in a ſtate 
of grace, and may rejoice in the hope 
of the glory of God, which hope ſhall 
never make them aſhamed. 

2. This certainty is not a bare 
conjectural and probable perſuaſion, 
grounded upon a fallible hope, but an 
infallible aſſurance of faith, founded 
on the blood and righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 


revealed in the Goſpel, and alſo upon 
| the 
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the inward evidence of thoſe graces to 
which the promiſes are made, and on 
the immediate witneſs of the Spirit, teſ- 
tifying our adoption, and as a fruir 
thereof, leaving the heart more humble 
and holy 

3. This infallible aſſurance does 
not ſo belong to the eſſence of faith, 
but that a true believer may wait long, 
and conflict with many difhculties be- 
fore he is partaker of it; yet being 
enabled by the Spirit to know the things 
which are freely given him of God, he 
may, without extraordinary revelation, 
in the right ule of ordinary means, at- 
tain thereto: and therefore it is the duty 
of every one to give all diligence to 
make his calling and election ſure, that 
thereby his heart may be enlarged in 
peace and joy in the holy Ghoſt, in 
love and thankfulneſs to God, and in 
ſtrength and chearfulneſs in the duties 
of obedience, the proper fruits of this 
aſſurance ; ſo far is it from inclining 
men to looſeneſs. 
| 4. True 
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4. True believers may have the aſ- 
ſurance of their ſalvation divers ways 
_ diminiſhed and intermitted, as 
by negligence in preſerving it, by 
Kling into ſome Neri fi „which 
wounds the conſcience, and grieves the 
Spirit, by ſome ſudden or vehement 
remptation, by God's withdrawing the 
light of his countenance, ſuffering even 
ſuch as fear him to walk in darknels, 


and to have no light; yet are they nei- 
ther utterly deſtitute of that ſeed of God, 
and life of faith, that love of Chriſt 
and the brethren, that ſincerity of heart 
and conſcience of duty, out of which, 
by the operation of the Spirit, this 


aſſurance may in due time be re- 
vived, and by which in the mean 
time they are ſupported from utter 


deſpair. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XIX. 
Of the law of God. 


Ep gave to Adam a law of 


univerſal obedience written in his 
hearr, and a particular precept of nor 
eating the fruit of the tree of know- 
ledge of good and evil, as a covenant 
of works, by which he bound him 
and all his poſterity to perſonal, en- 
tire, exact and perpetual obedience, 
' promiſed life upon the fulfilling, and 
threatened death upon the breach of ir, 
and indued him with power and abili- 
ty to keep it. 

2. This law ſo written in the heart, 
continued to be a perfect rule of righte- 
ouſneſs after the fall of man, and was deli- 
vered by God upon the mount Sinai in ten 
commandments, and written in two ta- 
bles; the four firſt commandments con- 
taining our duty towards God, and the 
other ſix our duty to man. 


H 3- Beſides 
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3. Beſides this law commonly cal- 
led moral, God was pleaſed to give to 
the people of Iſrael ceremonial laws, 


containing ſeveral typical ordinances, 


partly of worſhip, prefiguririg Chriſt, 


his graces, actions, ſufferin s and be 


nefitcs, and partly holding forth divers 


inſtructions of moral duties: all which 
ceremonial laws being appointed orr- 


1y to the time of reformation, ate by 
Jeſus Chrift the true Mefliah and only 
lav-giver, who was furniſhed with potv- 
er from the Father for that end, abro- 
gated and taken away. 

4. To them alſo he gave ſundry 
judicial laws, which expired together 
with the ſtate of that people, not o- 
bliging any now, by virtue of that in- 
ſtitution, their general equity only be- 
ing ſtill of moral uſe. 
F. The moral law for ever binds 
all, as well juſtified perſons as others, 
to the obedience thereof; and that not 
only in regard of the matter contain'd 
in it, but alſo in reſpect of the autho- 

, 7 : 6 ny 


, / A ooo ĩðͤ Ed GE 


CONGREGATIONAL CHURCHES. 5. 
riry of God the Creator, who gave it: 
neither does Chriſt, in the goſpel, any 


way diſſolve, but much ſtrengthen, 
this obligation. 

6. Altho true believers are not un- 
der the law, as a covenant of works, 
to be theteby juſtified or condemned; 
yet it is of great uſe to them as well 
as to others, in that, as a rule of life, 
informing them of the will of God, 
and their duty, it directs and binds them 
towalk accordingly, diſcovering alſo 
the ſinful pollutions of their nature, 
hearts and lives, ſo that examining 
themſelves thereby, they may come 
to farther conviction of humiliation 
for, and hatred againſt ſin, together 
with a clearer light of che need they 
have of Chriſt, and the perfection of his 
obedience. Ir is likewiſe of uſe to the 
regenerate, to reſtrain their corruptions, 
in that it forbids ſin, and the threaten- 
ings of it ſerve to ſhew what even their 
ſins deſerve, and what afflictions in this 


life ther may expect for them, tho 
H 2 freed 
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freed from the curſe threatened in the 
law. The promiſes of it, in like man- 
ner, ſhew them God's approbation of 
obedience, and what bleſſings they 
may expect upon the performance there- 
of, tho not as due to them by the law, 
as a covenant of works; ſo that a man's 
doing good, and refraining from evil, 
becauſe the law incourages to the one, 
and deters from the other, is no evi- 
dence of his being under the law, and 
not under grace. | 

7, Neither are the beforemention'd 
uſes of the law contrary to the grace 
of the goſpel, but they ſweetly com- 
ply wich it; the Spirit of Chriſt ſubdu- 
ing and enabling the will of man, to 
do that freely and chearfully, which 
the will of God revealed in the law re- 
quires to be done. | 
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CHAP. XX. 


Of the Goſpel and of the extent of the 
Grace thereof. 


HE covenant of works being 
broke by fin, and made un- 
profitable to life, God was pleaſed to 
give to the elect the promiſe of Chriſt, 
the ſeed of the woman, as the means 
of calling them, and begetting in them 
faith and repentance: In this promile, 
the goſpel, as to the ſubſtance of it, 
was revealed, and was therein effectu- 
al for the converſion and ſalvation of 
ſinners. 

2. This promiſe of Chriſt, and ſal- 
vation by him, is revealed only in and 
by the word of God; neither do the 
works of creation or providence, with 
the light of nature, make diſcovery of 
Chriſt, or of grace by him, ſo much 
as in a general or obſcure way ; much 
leſs that men deſtitute of the revelation 
of him, by the promiſe, or goſpel, ſhould 

| be 
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be enabled thereby to attain ſaving faith 
or repentance. . -.! 

3. The revelation, of the goſpel to 
ſinners made in divers times, and by 
ſundry parts, with the addition of pro- 
miles and precepts for the obedience re- 
quired therein, as to the nations and 
perſons ta whom it is granted, is mere- 
ly of the ſovereign will and good plea- 
fure of God, not being annexed by 
v rtue of any promiſe to the due im- 
provement of men's natural abilities, by 
virtue of common light received with- 
out it, which none ever did, ar can 
make: And therefore in all ages the 
preaching of the goſpel has been grant» 
ed to perſons and nations, as to the 
extent or ſtraitening of it, in great va- 
riety, according to the counſel of the 
will of God. 

4. Although the goſpel is the on- 
ly outward means of revealing Chriſt 
and ſaving grace, and is, as ſuch, a- 
bundantly ſufficient thereto; yet that 
men who are dead in treſpaſſes, may be 
"5 : born 


CONGREGATIONAL CHURCHES.'55 
born again, quickened or regenerated, 
there is moreover neceſſary an effectual, 
irreſiſtible work of che holy Ghoſt upon 
the whole foul, for the produoing in 
them a nem fpiritual life, without which 
no other teans are ſufficient for their 


converfion to God. MULLS 39 14 
CHAP. XXI. 
Of Cbriſtian Liberty, and Liberty of 


Conſcience. 


IRE liberty which -Chriſt has 
purchaſed for believers under 
the goſpel, conſiſts in their freedom 
from the guilt of ſin, thecondemning 
wrath of God, the rigor and curſe of 
the law, and in their being delivered 
from this' preſent evil world, bondage 
to Satan, and dominion of ſin, from 
the evil of afflictions, the fear and ſting 
of · death, the victory of the gave, and 
everlaſting damnation; as alſo in 
their free aeceſs to God, and their yield- 
ing obedience to him, not out of ſlaviſh 
F 7 fear, 
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fear, but a child- like love and willing 
mind: All which were common alſo to 
believers under the law, for the ſubſtance 
of them; but under the new teſta- 
ment the liberty of Chriſtians is farther 
inlarged in their freedom from the yoke 


\ 


of the ceremonial law, the whole legal 
adminiſtration of the covenant of grace, 


to which the jewiſh church was ſubject- 


ed, and in greater boldneſs of acceſs to 
the throne of grace, and in fuller com- 
munications of the free Spirit of God, 
than believers under the law did ordi- 
narily partake of. 5 

2. God alone is Lord of the con- 


ſcience, and has left it free from the 


doctrines and commandments of men, 


which are in any thing contrary to his 
word, or not contained in it; ſo that 
to believe ſuch doctrines, or to obey 


ſuch commands out of conſcience, is to 
betray true liberty of conſcience; and 


the requiring an implicit faith, and 
an Nr and blind obedience, is to 
deſtroy liberty of conſcience, and rea- 


3. They 


ſon alſo. 
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3. They who upon pretence of chriſ- 
tian liberty practiſe any fin, or cheriſh 
any luſt, as they thereby pervert the 
main deſign of the grace of the goſpel, 
to their own deſtruction; ſo they wholly 
deſtroy the end of chriſtian liberty, which 
is, that being delivered out of the hands 
of our enemies, we might ſerve the 
Lord without fear, in holineſs and 
. ee before him, all the days 


of our lives. 


CHAP. XXII. 


Of religious . 75 and the 
Sabbath-aday 


THE light of nature ſhews char 
| there isa God, who has lordſhip 


and ſovereignty over all, is juſt, good, 
and does good to all, and is therefore 
to be feared, loved, praiſed, called 
upon, truſted in, and ſerved, with all 
the: heart, and all the ſoul, and with 
all the might: Bur the acceptable way 
of worſhiping the true God is inſtituted 
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by himſelf, and is ſo limited by his 
own revealed will, that he muſt not be 
worſhiped according to. the imagina- 
tions and devices of men, or the ſug- 
geſtions of Satan, under any viſible 
repreſentation, or any other way not. 
preſcribed in the holy ſcripture. 
2. Religious worſhip is to be given 
to God the Father, Son, and holy 
Gholt, and to him alone; not to angels, 
ſaints, or any other creatures; and 
ſince the fall, not without a Mediator, 
nor in the mediation of any other but 
of Chriſt alone. 
3. Prayer with thanksgiving, being 
one ſpecial part of natural worſhip, is 
by God required of all men; but that 
it may be accepted, it is ro be made 
in the name of his Son, by the help 
of his Spirir, according to his will, 
with underſtanding, reverence, humi- 
lity, fervency, faith, love, and per- 
ſeverance; and when with others, in a 
known tongue. | 
4 Prayer is to be made for things 
| lawful, 
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lawful, and for all ſorts of men living' 
or that ſhall live hereafter, but not for 
the dead, nor for thoſe of whom it 
may be known that they have ſinned 
the fin to death. 
. The reading of the ſcriptures, 
— and hearing the word of God, 
ſiaging of pſalms, as alſo the admini- 
ſtration of baptiſm and the Lord's ſupper, 
are all parts of the religious worſhip 
of God, to be performed in obedience 
to God, with underſtanding, faith, re- 
verence, and godly fear. Solemn hu- 
miliations, with faſtings and thankſ- 
givings, upon ſpecial occaſions, are, in 
their ſeveral times and ſeaſons, to be 
uſed in a holy and religious manner. 
6. Neither Prayer, nor any other 
part of religious worſhip, is now under 
the goſpel either tyed to, or made 
more acceptable by any place, in which 
it is performed, or towards which it is 
directed ; but God is to be worſhiped 
every where, in ſpirit and in truth; as 
in private families daily, and in ſecret 
I 2 by 
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by each one by himſelf; fo more ſo- 
lemnly, in the publick aſſemblies, which 
are not careleſſy nor wiltully to be ne- 
glected, or forſaken, when God by 
his word or providence calls hereto. 
FV. As it is of the law of nature, 
that in general a proportion of time, 
by God's appointment, be ſet apart 
for the worſhip of God; ſo by his 
word in a poſitive, moral, and perpe- 
tual commandment, binding al men 
in all ages, he has particularly appoint- 
ed one day in ſeven for a ſabbath to 
be kept holy to him, which from the 
beginning of the world to the reſurrec- 
tion of - Chriſt, was the laſt day of 
the week, and from the reſurrecti- 
on of Chriſt was changed into the 
firſt day of the week, which in ſcrip- 
ture is called the Lord's day, and is 
to be continued to the end of the world as 
the chriſtian ſabbath, the obſervation of 
the laſtday of the week being aboliſhed. 
8. This ſabbath is kept holy to the 


Lord, when men, after a due prepar- 


ing 
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ing their hearts, and ordering their com- 
mon affairs beforehand, do not only 
obſerve a holy reſt all the day from 
their own works, words, and thoughts 
about their worldly imployments and 
recreations, but allo are taken up the 
whole time, in the public and private 
exerciſes of God's worſhip, and in the 
duties of neceſſity and mercy. 


CHAP. XXIII. 
Of lawful Oaths and Vous. 


Lawful oath is a part of religi- 
ous worſhip, wherein the per- 
lon {wearing in truth, righteouſneſs and 
judgment, ſolemnly calls God to wit- 
neſs what he aſſerts or promiſes, and 
to judge him according to the truth or 
falſhood of what he (wears. . 

2. The name of God only is that 
by which men ought to ſwear, and 
it is to be uſed with all holy 
fear and reverence: Therefore to ſwear 
vainly, or raſhly, by that glorious and 

| dreadful 
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dreadful name, or to (wear at all by 
any other ching, is finful, and to be 
abhorred; yet as in matters of weight 
and moment an oath is warranted by 


the word of God under the new teſta- 


ment, as well as under the old; fo a 


lawful oath, being impoſed by lawful 


authority, in ſuch matters, « 
be taken. 8 | 

z. Wholoever takes an oath warrant- 
ed by the word of God, ought duly 
to conſider the weightineſs of fo ſolemn 
an act, and therein to avouch nothing 


bur what he is fully perſuaded is the 


truth: neither may any man bind him- 


ſelf by oath to any thing, but what is 
good and juſt, and what he believes ſo 


to be, and what he is able and reſol- 


ved to petform. Vet it is a ſin to re- 
fuſe an oath touching any thing that is 
good and juſt, being lawfully impoſed 
4. An oath is to be taken in the plain 
and common ſenſe of the words, with- 
out equiyocation. or mental reſervati- 
uE 5 
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on: It cannot oblige to ſin, but in a- 
ny thing not ſinful, being taken, it 
binds to performance, tho to a man's. 
own. hurt; nor is it to be violated, tho 
made to heretics, or i nfidels. 

J. A vow, which is not to be made 
to any creature, but to God alone, is 
of the like nature with a promiſſory 
cath, and ought to be made with the 
like religious care, and to be perform- 
ed with the like faithfulneſs. 

6. Popiſh monaſtic vows: of per- 
petual ſingle life, profeſſed poverty, 
and regular obedience, are ſo far from 
being degrees of higher perfection, that 
they are ſuperſtitious and ſinful ſnares, 
in which no Chriſtian may intangle 
himſelf. : 


C HAP. XXIV... 
Of the croil Magiſtrate. 


| OD the ſupreme Lord and Rang 
of all the world, has ordaine 

civil magiſtrates to be under him, over 

| „ 
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the people, for his own glory and the 


publick good; and to this end hath 


armed them with the power of the ſword 
for the defence and incouragement of 
them that do good, and for the pu- 
niſhment of evil doers. 1 
2. It is lawful for Chriſtians to ac- 
cept and execute the office of a magi- 


ſtrate, when called thereto: in the 


management whereof, as they ought 
eſpecially to maintain juſtice and peace, 
according to the wholſome laws of each 
commonwealth; ſo for that end, the 
may lawfully, now un der the new tell 
tament, wage war upon juſt and ne- 
ceſſary occaſions. 

3. Although the magiſtrate is bound 
to incourage, promote, and protect the 
profeſſors and profeſſion of the goſpel, 
and to manage and order civil admini- 
ſtrations in a due ſubſerviency to the 
intereſt of Chriſt in the world, and to 
that end to take care that men of cor- 
rupt minds and converſations do not 
licentiouſly publiſh and divulge blaſ- 


phemies 
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phemies anderrors, intheir own nature, 
ſubverting the faith, and inevitably 
deſtroying the ſouls of them that. re- 
ceive them: Vet in ſuch differences a- 
bout the doctrines of the goſpel, or 
ways of the worſhip of God, as may 
befal men exerciſing a good conlcience, 
manifeſting it in their converſation, and 
holding the foundation, not diſturbing 
others in their ways or worſhip that 


difler from them ; there is no' warrant 


for the magiſtrate under the goſpel to 
abridge them of their liberty. 

4. Iris the duty ofthe people to pray 
for magiſtrates, to honour their perſons, 
to pay them tribute and other dues, to 
obey their lawful commands, and to 
be ſubject to their authority for con- 
ſcience ſake. Infidelity, or difference 
in religion, does not make void the 
magiſtrate's juſt and legal authority, 
nor free the people from their obedi- 
ence to him: from which eccleſiaſti- 
cal perſons are not exempted, much 


leſs has the pope any power or juriſ- 
NM diction 
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diction over magiſtrates in their do- 
minions, or over any of their people, 
and leaſt of all ro deprive them of their 
dominions or lives, it he ſhall judge 
them to be hereticks, or upon 1 o- 
ther 1 whatſoever. 


CHAP. XXV. 
Marriage. 


4 


X AArriage is to be between one 
man and one woman: neither 


is it lawful for any man to have more 
than one wife, nor for any woman to 
have more tha one Huſband at the 
eee time. 

Marriage was W for the 
Ie help of huſband and wife, for 


the increale of mankind with a legiti- 


mate iflue, and of the church with an 
holy ſeed, and for preventing of u un- 


4 
It is lawſul for all ſorts of peo- 


ple to marry, who are able with judg- 
ment to give their conſent. Yer it is 


the 
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the duty of Chriſtians to marry in the 
Lord, and therefore ſuch as profeſs the 
true reformed religion, ſhould not 
marry with infidels, papiſts, or other 
idolaters: neither ſhould ſuch as are 
godly, be unequally yoked by mar- 
rying with ſuch as are wicked in their 
lives, or maintain damnable hereſy. 

4. Marriage ought not to be with- 
in the degrees of conſanguinity or affi- 
nity forbidden in the word ; nor can 
ſuch inceſtuous marriages ever be made 
lawful by any law of man, or con- 
ſent of parties, that thoſe perſons may 
live together as man and wife. 


CH A FP... NE 
Of the Church. 


E catholick or univerſal church, 

which is inviſible, conſiſts of the 
whole number of the elect, that have 
been, are, or ſhall be gathered into one 
under Chriſt, the head thereof, and is 
the ſpouſe, the body, the fulneſs of him 
chat falls all in all, 2. The 


| 


* 
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2. The whole body of men throu gh- 


out the world, profeſſing the faith of 


the goſpel, and obedience to God, by 
Chriſt, according to it, not deſtroying 
their own profeſſion by any errors e- 
verting the foundation, or unholineſs 
of converſation, are, and may be call- 
ed the viſible catholick church of Chriſt, 
tho' as ſuch, it is not intruſted with the 
adminiſtration of any ordinances; nor 
has it any officers to rule or govern 
in, or over the whole body. 

3. The pureſt churches under hea- 
ven are ſubject both to mixture and er- 
ror, and ſome have ſo degenerated as 
to become no churches of Chriſt, but 
ſynagogues of Satan: Nevertheleſs Chriſt 
always has had, and ever ſhall have a 
viſible kingdom in this world, to the 
end thereot, of ſuch as believe in him, 
and make profeſſion of his name. 

4. There is no other head of the 
church but the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, nor 
can the pope of Rome in any ſenſe, be 
head thereof; but he is that antichriſt, 

that 
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that man of fin, and ſon of perdition, 
who exalts himſelf in the church againſt 
Chriſt, and all -that is called God, 
whom the Lord ſhall deſtroy with the 
brightneſs of his coming. 

5. As the Lord, in his care and love 
towards his church, has in his infinitely 
wiſe providence exerciſed it with great 
variety in all ages, for the good of them 
that love him, and his own glory: ſo 
according to his promiſe, we expect 
that in the latter days, antichriſt being 
deſtroyed, the Jews called, and the 
ſpice” ard of the kingdom of his dear 
Son broke, the churches of Chriſt be- 
ing inlarged and edified, through a free 
and plentiful communication of light 
and grace, ſhall enjoy in this world a 
more quiet, peaceable and glorious 
condition, than they have yet enjoyed. 


CHAP, 


0 THE FAITH OF THE 


C HAP. XXVII. 

Of the Communion of Saints. 
5 LL ſaints that are united to Jeſus 
Chriſt their head, by his Spirit 
and faith, tho they are not made there- 
by one perſon with him, have fellow- 
ſhip in his graces, ſufferings, death, re- 
ſurrection and glory: and being united 
to one another in love, they have com- 
munion in each other's gifts and graces, 
and are obliged to the performance of 
ſuch duties, publick and private, as 


conduce to their mutual good, both in 


the inward and outward man. 

2. All ſaints are bound to main- 
tain a holy fellowſhip and communion 
in the worſhip of God, and in per- 
forming ſuch other ſpiritual ſervices as 
tend to their mutual edification; as al- 
ſo in relieving each other in outward 
things, according to their ſeveral abi- 
lities and neceſlities : which communi- 
on, though eſpecially ro be exerciſed 


by 


f 
ö 
b 
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by. them in the relations wherein they 
ſtand, whether in families or churches, 
yet as God offers opportunity, is to 
beextended to all thoſe who in every 
place call upon the name of the Lord 


CHAP. XXVIIL 
Of the Sacraments. 


& 


aw * 


A Acraments are holy ſigns and ſeals 
of the covenant of grace, imme- 
diately inſtituted by Chriſt, to repre- 
ſent him and his benefits, and to confirm 
our intereſt in him, and ſolemnly to 
engage us to the ſervice of God in 
Chriſt, according to his word. 

2. There is in every ſacrament a 
ſpiritual relation, or ſacramental union 
between the ſign and the thing ſignified; 
whence it comes to paſs, that the names 
and effects of the one are attributed to 
the other. 

3. The grace which is exhibited in 
or by the ſacraments rightly uſed, is 

not 
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not conferred by any power in them, 
neither does the efficacy of a ſacrament 
depend upon the piety or intention of 
him that adminiſters it, but upon the 
work of the Spirit, and the word of 
inſtitution, which contains, together 
with a precept authorizing the uſe there- 
of, a promiſe of benefit to worthy re- 
ceivers. SBA 

4. There are only two ſacraments 
ordained by Chriſt our Lord, in 
the goſpel, that is to ſay, baptiſm 
and the Lord's ſupper; neither of 
which may be diſpenſed by any, but 
by a miniſter ofke word lawfully 
called. 2 | 

5. The ſacraments of the old teſta- 
ment, in regard of the ſpiritual things 
thereby ſignified and exhibited, were, 
for ſubſtance, the ſame with thoſe of 


the new. 


CHAP. 
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/ Baptiſm. 


N Aptiſm is a ſacrament of the new 


Chriſt to be to the party baptized a ſign 


and ſeal of the covenant of grace, of 


his ingrafting into Chriſt, of regenera- 


tion, of ' remiſſion of ſins, and of his 
being given up to God through Jeſus 
Chriſt, to walk in newneſs of life; which 
ordinance is by Chriſt's own appoint- 
ment to be continued in his Church till 
the end of the world. 

2. The outward element to be uſed 
in this ordinance, is water, wherewith 
the party is to be baptized in the name 


of the Father, and of the Son, and of 


the holy Ghoſt, by a miniſter of the 
goſpel lawfully called. 

3. -Dipping the perſon into the wa- 
ter is not neceſſary, but baptiſm is 


rightly adminiſtred by pouring, or 


ſprinkling water upon the perſon. 
| 4. Not 


teſtament, ordained by Jeſus 


\ 
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4. Not only thoſe that actually 
profeſs faith in, and obedience to Chriſt, 
but alſo the infants of one or both be- 
lie ving parents are to be baptized, and 
thoſe only. | 

5. Although it is a great ſin to con- 
temn or neglect this ordinance, yet 
grace and ſalvation are not ſo inſepara- 
bly annexed to it, as that no perſon can be 


regenerated, or ſa ved, without it; or 
that all that are baptized, are undoubt- 


edly regenerated. 

6. The efficacy of baptiſm is not 
tied to that moment of time wherein 
it is adminiſtred, yet notwithſtanding, 
by the right uſe. of this ordinance, 
the grace promiſed is not only offer- 
ed, bur really. exhibited and conferred 
by the holy Ghoſt to ſuch (whether of 
age, or infants,)- as that grace belongs 
to, according to the counſel: of God's 
own will, in his appointed time. 

7. Baptiſm is to be but once admi- 
niſtred to any perſon, 


' CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXX. 
Of the Lord's Supper. 


UR Lord Jeſus inthe night where- | 
in he was betrayed, inſtituted 
the ſacrament of his body and blood, 
called the Lord's ſupper, to be obſer- 
ved in his churches ro the end of the 
world, for the perpetual remembrance, 
and ſhewing forth the facrifice of 
himſelf in his death, the ſealing of all the 
benefits thereof to true believers, their 
ſpiritual nouriſhment, and growth in 
him, their farther ingagement in and 
to all duties which they owe to him, 
and to be a bond and pledge of their 
communion with him, and with each 

other. 

2. In this ſacrament Chriſt is not of- 
fered up to his Father, nor any real ſa- 
crifice made at all, for the remiſſion of 
the fins of the quick or dead, but on- 
ly a memorial of that one offering up 

of himſelf, by himſelf, upon the croſs, 


| once 
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once for all, anda ſpiritual oblation of 
all poſſible praiſe to God for the ſame; 
ſo that the popiſh ſacrifice of the mals 
(as the papiſts call it) is moſt abomi- 
nable, injurious to Chriſt's own only 
ſacrifice, the alone propitiation for all 
the ſins of the ele. 

3. The Lord Jeſus has in this or- 
dinance appointed his miniſters to pray 
and bleſs the elements of bread and 
wine, and thereby to ſet them apart 
from a common to a holy uſe, and to 
take and break the bread, to take the 
cup, and (they communicating alſo 
themſelves,) to give both to the com- 
municants, but to none who are not 
then preſent in the congregation. 

4. Private maſſes, or receiving the 
ſacrament by a prieſt, or any other a- 
lone, as likewiſe the denial of the cup 
to the people, worſhiping the elements, 
the lifting them up, or carrying them 
about for adoration, and the reſerving 
them for any pretended religious uſe, 
are all contrary to the nature of this 

ſacrament, 
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ſacrament, and to the inſtitution of 
Chriſt. | 

5. The outward elements in this ſa- 
crament, duly ſet apart to the uſes or- 
dained by Chriſt, have ſuch relation 
to him crucified, as that truly, yet ſa- 
cramentally only, they are ſometimes 
called by the name of the things they 
mans to wit, the body and blood 
of Chriſt; tho' in ſubſtance and nature, 
they ſtill remain truly and only bread 
and wine, as they were before. 

6. That doctrine which maintains a 
change of the ſubſtance of bread and 
wine into the ſubſtance of Chriſt's bo- 
dy and blood (commonly called tran- 
ſubſtantiation) by conſecration ot a 
prieſt, or by any other way, is repug- 
nant not to ſcripture alone, but even 
to common ſenſe and reaſon, over- 
throws the nature of the ſacrament, and 
has been, and is the cauſe of manifold 
ſuperſtitions, and of groſs idolatries. 

7, Worthy receivers, outwardly par- 
taking of the viſible elements in this ſa- 

crament, 
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crament, do then alſo inwardly * faith, 
really and indeed, yet not carnally and 
corporally, but ſpiritually, receive and 
feed upon Chriſt crucified, and all the 
benefits of his death; the body and blood 
of Chriſt being then not corporally or 
carnally in, with, or under the bread 
or wine; yet as really, but ſpiritually, 
preſent to the faith of believers in that 
ordinance, as the elements themſelves 
are to their out ward ſenſes, 

8. All ignorant and ungodly per- 
ſons, as they are unfit to enjoy com- 


munion with Chriſt, ſo are they un- 


worthy of the Lord's table, and can- 


not without great ſin againſt him, whilſt 


they remain ſuch, partake of theſe holy 
myſteries, or be admitted thereto; and 
all who receive unworthily, are guilty 


of the body and blood of the Lord, and 
eat and drink judgment to themſelves. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP, XXXI. 


Of the ſlate of Man aſter. Death, and 


of the Reſurrection of the Dead. 


I THE bodies of men after death 
return to duſt, and ſee corrup- 
tion, but their ſouls, (which neither die, 
nor ſleep) having an immortal ſubſiſ- 
tence, immediately return to God who 


gave them: The ſouls of the righteous 


being then made perfect in holineſs, 


are received into the higheſt heavens, 
where they behold the face of God in 
light and glory, waiting for the full re- 
demption oftheir bodies: And the ſouls 
of the wicked are caſt into hell, where 
they remain in torment and utter dark- 

nay reſerved to the judgment of the 


great day: beſides theſe two places for 


10uls. ſeparated from their bodies, the 


ſcripture acknowledges none. 


2. At the laft day ſuch as are — 
alive ſhall not die, but be changed; 
4 and 
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and all the dead ſhall be raiſed up with 
the ſelf ſame bodies, and no other, 
tho with different qualities, which ſhall 
be united again to their ſouls for 
ever. TIE nen 

3. The bodies of the unjuſt ſhall 
by the power of Chriſt be raiſed to 
diſhonour ; the bodies of the juſt by 
his Spirit to honour, and ſhall be made 
conformable to his own glorious body. 


CHAP. XXXIL 
Of the" laſt Judgment. 
'© OD has appointed a day where- 


in he will judge the world in 
righteouſneſs, by Jeſus Chriſt, ro whom 
all power and judgment is given of the 
Father; in which day not only the a- 
poſtate angels ſhall be judged,.. but 
likewiſe all perſons that have lived up- 
on earth, ſhall appear before the tribu- 
nal of Chriſt, to give an account of 
their thoughts, words, and deeds, and 
to receive according to what they have 

done 
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done in the body, whether good or 


evil. 

2. The end of God's appointing this 
day, is for the manifeſtaton of the 
glory of his mercy, in the eternal ſal- 
vation of the elect, and of his juſtice, 
in the damnation of the reprobate, 
who are wicked and diſobedient: for 
then ſhall the righteous go into ever- 
laſting life, and receive a fulneſs of 


joy and glory, with everlaſting reward 


in the preſence of the Lord, but the 
wicked who know not God, and obey 
not the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, ſhall be 
caſt into eternal torments, and be 
Was with everlaſting deſtruction 


rom the preſence of the Lord and the 


glory of his power. 
3. As Chriſt would have us to be 
certainly perſuaded that there ſhall be 


a judgment, to deter all men from 


fin, and for the greater conſolation 


of the godly in their adverſity; fo 
will he have that day unknown to 
men, that they may ſhake off all car- 
nal 
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nal ſecurity, and be always watchful, 


becauſe they know not at what hour 


the Lord will come, and may be ever 
prepared to ſay, Come Lord Jeſus, 
come quickly. Amen. es 
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INSTITUTION 
F 


CHURCHES 


ORDER 


APPOINTED IN THEM BY 


JESUS CHRIST. 


Y the appointment of the Fa- 
ther all power for the calling, 


inſtitution, order or govern- 
ment of the church, is veſted, in a ſu- 
preme and. ſovereign manner, in the 
Lord Jefus m_ ar king and. head 
thereof. 

2. In the execution of this power, 
wherewith he is ſo entruſted, the Lord 
Jeſus calls out of the world to com- 


M 2 munion 


84 THE ORDER OF THE 


munion with himſelf, thoſe that are 
given to him by his Father, that they 
may walk before him in all the ways 
of obedience, which he preſcribes to 
them in his word. 

3- Thoſe thus called (through the 
miniſtry of the word, by his Spirit) 
he commands to walk together in par- 
ticular ſocieties or churches, for their 
mutual edification, and the due per- 
formance of that publick worſhip, which 
he requires of them in this world. 

4. To each of theſe churches thus 
gathered, according to his mind de- 
clared in his word, he has given all 
that power and authority, which is any 
way needful for their carrying on that 
order in worſhip and diſcipline, which 
he has inſtitured for them to obſerve, 
with commands and rules, for the due 
and right exerting and executing of thar 
power. 

5. Theſe particular churches, thus 
appointed by the authority of Chriſt, 
and intruſted with power from him for 


the 
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the ends before expreſſed, are each of 
them as to thoſe ends, the ſeat of that 
power which he is plealed to commu- 
nicate to his ſaints or ſubjects in this 
world, ſo that, as ſuch, they receive it 
immediately from himlſelt. 

6 Beſides theſe particular churches, 
there is not inſtituted by Chriſt any 
church more extenſive or catholick, 
entruſted with power for the admini- 
ſtration of his ordinances, or the exe- 
cution of any authority in his name. 
7. A particular church gathered 
and compleated according to the mind 
of Chriſt, conſiſts of officers and mem- 
bers: The Lord Chriſt having given 
to ſuch as he has called, who are unit- 
ed according to his appointment, in 
church-order, liberty and power to 
chooſe perſons fitted by the holy Ghoſt 
for that purpoſe, to be over them, and 
to miniſter to them in the Lord. 

8. The members of theſe churches 
are ſaints, by effectual calling viſibly 
manifeſting and evidencing, (in and 


- by 
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by cheir profeſſion and walking) their 
obedience to that call of Chrift, who 
being farther known to each other, by 
their confeſſion of the faith wrought in 
them by the power of God, declared 
by themſelves, or otherwiſe manifeft- 


ed, willingly conſent, to walk together, 


according to the appointment of Chriſt, 
giving up themſelves to the Lord, and 
to one another by the will of God, in 
profeſſed ſubjection to the ordinances 
of the goſpel. 

9. The officers appointed by Chriſt 
to be choſe and fer aparr by the church 
fo called, and gathered for the pecu- 


liar adminiftration of ordinances, and 


execution of power or duty, which he 
intrufts them with, or calls them to, 
to be continued to the end of the world, 


are paſtors, teachers, elders, and dea- 
cons. = 
10. Churches thus gathered and af- 
ſembling for the worſhip of God, are 

thereby viſible and public, and their 
aſſemblies (in what place ſoever they 


are, 
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are, according as they have liberty or 
opportunity) are therefore churches or 
publick aſſemblies. 5 

11. The way appointed by Chriſt for 
the calling of any perſon, fitted and 
gifted by the holy Ghoſt, to the office 
of paſtor, teacher or elder in a church, 
is, that he be choſe thereto by the 
common ſuffrage of the church it ſelf, 
and ſolemnly E apart by faſting and 
prayer, with — of hands of the 
elderſhip of that church, if there be any 
before conſtituted therein: And to 2 
deacon, that he be choſe by the like 
ſuffrage, and ſet apart by prayer and 
the like impoſition of hands. 
12. The eſſence of this call of a 
paſtor, teacher or elder to office, con- 
fs in the election of the church, to- 


gether with his acceptation of it, and 


ſeparation by faſting and prayer: And 
thoſe who are ſo choſe, tho' not ſet a- 
part by impoſition of bands, are right- 
ly conſtituted minifters of Jeſus Chriſt, 


in whoſe name and authority they ex- 


erciſe 
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erciſe the miniſtry to them ſo com- 
mitted, * The calling of deacons con- 
fiſts in the like election and acceptation, 
with ſeparation by prayer. 

13. Although it is incumbent on 
the paſtors and teachers of the churches 
to be inſtant in preaching the word, by 
way of office; yet the work of preach- 
ing the word is not ſo peculiarly con- 
fined to them, but that others alſo 
gifted and fitted by the holy Ghoſt for 
it, and approved, being by lawful ways 
and means, in the providence of God 
called thereto, may publickly, ordina- 
rily and conſtantly perform it; fo that 
they give themſelves up thereto. 

14. However, they who are inga- 
ged in the work of publick preach- 
ing, and enjoy the publick maintenance 
upon that account, are not thereby ob- 
liged to diſpenſe the ſeals to any other 

r er = 
than ſuch as (being ſaints by calling, 
and gathered according to the order of 
the goſpel) they ſtand related to, as 
paſtors or teachers; yer ought they 
not 
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notto neglect others living within their 
parochial bounds, but beſides their 
conſtant publick preaching to them, 
they ought ro enquire after their pro- 
firing by the word, inſtructing them 
in, and preſſing upon them, (whether 
young or old,) the great doctrines of 
the goſpel, even perſonally and parti- 
cularly, ſo far as cheir ſtrength and 
time will admit. 

t 5. Ordination alone, without the 
precedent conſent of the church, by 
thoſe who formerly have been ordain- 
ed, by virtue of that power they have 
received by their ordination, doth not 
conſtitute any perſon a church- officer, 
or communicate office- power to him. 

16. A church furniſhed with officers, 
(according to the mind of Chriſt ) has 
full power to adminiſter all his ordi- 
nances; and where there is want of a- 
ny one or more officers required, that 
officer, or thoſe which are in the church, 
may adminiſter all the ordinances pro- 


per to their particular duty and offices; 
but 
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but where there are no teaching officers, 
none may adminiſter the ſeals, nor can 
the church authoriſe any ſo to do. 

17. Inthe carrying on of church ad- 
miniſtrations, no perſon ought to be 
added to the church, but by the conſent 
of the church it ſelf; that ſo love with- 
out diſſimulation may be preſerv'd be- 
tween all the members thereof. 

18. Whereas the Lord Jeſus Chriſt has 
appointed and inſtituted, as a means of 
edification, that thoſe who walk not 
according tothe rules and laws appoint- 
ed by him (in reſpect of faith and life, 
ſo that juſt offence ariſes to the church 
thereby) be cenſured in his name and 
authority ; .Every church has power in 
it ſelf ro exerciſe and execute all thoſe 
cenſures appointed by him, in the way 
and order preſcribed in the goſpel. | 

19. The cenlures ſo appointed by 
Chriſt are admonition and excommuni- 
cation, and whereas ſome offences are or 
may be known only to ſome, it is appoint- 
ed by Chriſt, chat thoſe to whom they 


are 
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are ſo known, do firſt admoniſh the offen- 
der in private; in publick offences where 
any fin before all, or in caſe of non- 
amendment upon private admonition, 
the offence being related to the church, 
and the offender not manifeſting his re- 
pentance, he is to be duly admoniſhed 
in the name of Chriſt, by the whole 
church, by the miniſtry of the elders 
of the church; and if this cenſure pre- 
vails not for his repentance, then he is 
to be caſt out by excommunication, 
with the conſent of the church. 
20. As all believers are bound to 
join themſelves to particular churches, 
when and where they have opportunity 
ſo to do, ſo none are to be admitted 
to the privileges of the churches, who 
do not ſubmit themſelves to the rule 
of Chriſt in the cenſures of the govern- 
ment of them. | 
21, This being the way preſcribed 
by Chriſt in caſe of offence, no church- 
members upon any offences taken by 


them, having performed their duty re- 
| N 2 quired 
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_ of them in this matrer,ought to di- 
urb any church- order, ox abſent them- 
ſelves from the publick aſſemblies, or the 
adminiſtration of any ordinances upon 
that pretence; but to wait upon Chriſt, in 
the farther proceeding of the church. 
22. The power of cenſures being leat- 
ed by Chriſt in a particular church, is 
to be exerciſed only towards particular 
members of each church reſpectively as 
ſuch; and there is no power given by him 
to any ſynods or eccleſiaſtical aſſemblies 
to excommunicate, or by their publick 
edictsto threaten excommunication, or 
other church cenſures agajaſt churches, 
magiſtrates, or their people upon any ac- 


count, no man being obnoxious to that 


cenſure, bue upon his perſonal miſcarri- 
age, as a member of a particular church. 

23. Although the church is a ſociety 
of men, aſſembling for the celebration 
of the ordinances, according to the ap- 
pointment of Chriſt, yet every ſociety 
aſſembling for that end, or purpoſe, upon 
the account of cohabitation within = 

civi 
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civil precin&ts and bounds, is not thereby 
conſtituted a church, ſeeing there may 
be wanting among them, what is eflene 
tially required thereto; and therefore a 
believer living wich others in ſuch a 
precinct, may join hirnſelf with any 
church for his edification. 

24. For the avoiding of differences 
that may otherwiſe ariſe, for the greater 
ſolemnity in the celebration of the ordi · 
nances of Chriſt, and the opening a way 
for the larger uſefulneſs of the gifts and 
graces of the haly Ghoſt; ſaints living 
in one city or tan, or within ſuch di- 
ſtanees as that they may conveniently 
aſſemble for divine:worthip, ought ra- 
ther to join in one church for their mu- 
tual ſtrengthning and edification, than 
to ſet up many diſtinct ſocieties. 

23. As all churches and all the mem- 
bers of them, are bound to pray continu- 
ally ſor the good or proſperity of all the 
churches of Chriſt, in all places, and 
upon all occaſions to farther it; (eve- 
ry one within the bounds of their pla- 


CCS 
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ces and callings, in the exerciſe of their 
ifts and graces) ſo the churches them- 
— (when planted by the providence 
of God, ſo as that they may have op- 
portunity and advantage for it) ought 
to hold communion amongſt them- 
ſelves, for their peace, increaſe of love, 
and mutual edification. 
26. In caſes of difficulties or differ- 
ences, either in point of doctrine, or in 


adminiſtrations, wherein either the 


churches in general are concerned, or 
any one church, in their peace, union, 
and edification, or any member or mem- 
bers of any church are injured in, or by 
any proceeding in cenſures, not agreea- 
ble to truth and order; it is according 
to the mind of Chriſt, that many churches 
holding communion together, do bytheir 
meſſengers meet in a — or council, 
to conſider and give their advice in, or 
about that matter in difference, to be re- 
ported to all the churches concerned; 


Howbeit theſe ſynods ſo aſſembled are 


not entruſted with any church- power, 


properly 
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properly ſo called, or with any juriſdicti- 
on over the churches themſelves, to ex- 
erciſe any cenſures, either over any 
churches or perſons, or to impoſe their de- 
terminations on the churches or officers. 

27. Beſides theſe occaſional ſynods ot 
councils, there are not inſtituted by 
Chriſt any ſtated ſynods in a fixed com- 
bination of churches, or their officers 
in leſs or greater aſſemblies; nor are 
there any ſynods appointed by Chriſt 
in a way of ſubordination to one another. 

28. Perſons that are joined in church- 
fellowſhip, ought not lightly, or with- 
out juſt cauſe, to withdraw themſelves 
from the communion of the church 
whereto they are ſo joined: Neverthe- 
leſs, where any perſon cannot continue 
in any church without fin, either for 
want of the adminiſtration of any or- 
dinances inſtituted by Chriſt, or by his 
being deprived of his due privileges, 
or compelled to any thing in practice 
not warranted by the word, or in caſe 
of perſecution, or upon the account of 

2 © conve- 


98 THE ORDER OF THE 

conveniency of habitation; he conſult- 
ing with the church, or the officer or of- 
ficers theregf, may peaceablydepart from 


the commdnion of the church, wherewith 


he has hitherto walked, to join himſelf 
with ſome other church, where he may 
enjoy che ordinances in the purity of the 
fame, for his edification and conſolation. 
29. Such reformed churches as con- 
fiſt of perſons ſound in the faith, and of 
converſation becoming the goſpel, ought 
not to refuſe the communion of each 
other, ſo far as may conſiſt with their 
own principles reſpectively, though they 
walk not in all things according to the 
ſame rules of church-order, 

30. Churches gathered and walking 
according to the mind of Chriſt, judging 
other churches (tho leſs pure) to be true 
churches, may receive to occaſional 
communion with them, ſuch members 
of thoſe churches as are credibly teſti- 
fed to be godly, and to live without 
offence, 2 JU 62 
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